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Greetings from the LDD, NCERT!

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of NIE, NCERT is pleased
to bring out “Press Clippings service” for the month of February, March
& April 2023. The service collects all important relevant & up-to-date news
items, editorial comments & articles on NEP 2020 & relevant aspects of
school education.

LDD provide Press clippings service digitally, users can access via this link -
hitps: /neert.nic.in/neertldd/services/pressclip. html

If you have any suggestion and query regarding this service you may email us
on library-nicinic.in
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Subject Headings & Title Newspaper Pg. Date Pg
AGRICULTURE 12
What 1s the open-source seeds movement? |The Hindu 08 16/04/2023 12
ARTS & AESTHETICS 13
. At G20, India will put spotlight on culture Hindustan Times 16 15/03/2023 13
The art of the “Fosbury flop Hindustan Times 2 15/03/2023 14
Comic books to mark 100th Mann ki Baat The Hindu 12 28/04/2023 15
How Indian artists are using AT AR to let The Times of India 16 15/03/2023 16
creativity soar
AWARDS 17
[ndian-American C R Rao wins Nobel prize The Hindu 12 10/04/2023 | 17
equivalent in statistics at the age of 102
Booker winners to bestsellers: times litfest to host) The Times of India 04 09/02/2023 | 18
world’s finest
Tamuil author perumal murugan’s novel The Times of India 17 15/03/2023 | 19
‘pyre’ longlisted for 2023 booker prize
BIOGRAPHY 20
Veteran malayalam actor & comedian The India express 09 27/04/2023 | 20
Mamukkovya dies at 77
Ben Ferencz, last surviving nuremberg The Indian express 16 10/04/2023 | 20
prosecutor, dies at 103
The maestro who lived for music, The Times of India 01 06/04/2023 | 21
kabir, birds, bhindi
In the fitness of things: when 112-vear-old | The Times of India | 07 24/04/2023 | 22
marathon man showed city how it’s done
HILD WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT 23
CHILD HEALTH AND NUTRITION 23
Health first: modern kitchens to feed school | The Times of India | 04 27/03/2023 23
kids nutritious meals
South Delhi school takes the lead, introduces| The Times of India 05 05/04/2023 | 24
millets 1n meal for kads
Oral h}'giene most ﬁnportaﬂ'[‘ for The statesman 11 01/03/2023 25




school-going children

o [DOE identifies 4lakh students in govt schools| The Times of India 10 06/02/2023 | 26
to fix nutrition gap

&CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 27

 |200 ¥ &I S B Tl daHRd 23 03 06/04/2023 | 27
H g1g e

EDUCATION 28

|G 11 20% CRITH S I RIGT IR ST | SR Jullell 11 06/03/2023 | 28

. B 31T 9 Ugd -1 = Y WA HieiTHg Dainik jagran 01 19/03/2023 | 28

. Behind bars, but no curbs on finding good The Times of India 04 06/02/2023 | 29
education

o AICTE 30

o AICTE set to ease norms to boost admissions in | Hindustan Times 03 12/02/2023 | 30
COre engg courses

o [AICTE launches curriculm designed for Btech | The statesman 09 20/02/2023 | 31
electronics VLSI design and technology

o EDUCATION BUDGET 32

, | Leaming moves away from books The Times of India 04 23/03/2023 | 32

. Education, health to get highest allocation in The Pioneer 03 20/03/2023 | 32
budget: officials

¢ED-[:C_‘E.TIO_-\- IN MOTHER TONGUE 33

o [57E SO HIGHIST H HI TIET < §hT 19Eid [gfHd SR 03 20/04/2023 | 33

. Using mother tongue 1s fundamental to learning | Hindustan Times 14 25/02/2023 | 33

ot book with student’s works will celebrate The Times of India 09 21/02/2023 | 34
Mother Language day

¢E]:.‘l'L_'C_—"J_"I'Cl'll“«? SUEVEY & REPORT 35

. Classroom skew The Indian express 12 01/02/2023 | 35

o [Post-Covid education The statesman 06 03/03/2023 | 36

ﬁEﬁ_\'IRD}_:‘vIET\"TAL EDUCATION 37

. Starting young: 106 schools certified green for | The Times of India 06 22/02/2023 | 37
best practices, 13 of them from Delhi

¢EPCF’ERIE-[E:\T_—1L LEAFNING 38
The joy of expeniential learning The Hindu 09 10/03/2023 | 38




GIEL EDUCATION 39
o [t Assam, Beti padhao The Indian express 13 07/02/2023 | 3%
HIGHER EDUCATION 40
PhD degrees of pvt varsities under lens Hindustan Times 02 12/02/2023 | 40
20z varsities to set up campuses mn Guy: Govt Hindustan Times 08 12/03/2023 |41
. Growth of Indian languages receives budgetary  |Hindustan Times 11 03/02/2023 | 42
impetus
. Cabinet approves setting up of 157 govt nursing |The Indian express 08 27/04/2023 | 43
colleges 1 next 2 years
. University of melboume to offer dual degree with|The Times of India 20 10/03/2023 | 44
3 Indian umiversities
. Why universities rankings are in trouble from  |The Times of India 20 23/03/2023 | 45
India to TUS
. MNCTE launches 4-year integrated teacher The statesman 03 05/03/2023 | 46
education programme
Rs.44.094 62 cr for higher education, 100 labs, |The statesman 035 02/02/2023 | 47
more resources for ITS, UGC and CU
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 48
Can & able! kids with special needs game for The Times of India 04 27/03/2023 | 48
more
DoE to take over seven schools for The Times of India 04 24/04/2023 | 48
L .
differently-abled
NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK 49
(NCF) |
S M A Al d g0 _Telst @l [aYRd <z 01 11/04/2023 | 49
U1 T Tt § §XPR
A new classroom The Indian express 10 10/04/2023 | 30
. Atishi launches video series on Govt's happiness | The pioneer 03 13/03/2023 | 51
curriculum
NEET-JEE EXAM 52
‘Rationalised’ science math syllabi leave JEE The Economic times | 02 20/04/2023 | 52
NEET aspirants with missing links
NATTONAL EDUCATIONAL POLICY (NEP) 53
Minding their language: 86% of teachers in north [The Times of India 09 07/02/2023 | 53
India want multilingual classrooms
[E 1 T Ul Thd 3T BH, Uleide W a AH  HaHRd <5 07 13/04/2023 | 54
. Desh ki nayi shiksha niti yuvao ko sadi k hive Rashtriya sahara 03 21/02/2023 35
tarvar karegi: Modi
SCHOOL SAFETY 56




partibandh lagana ke live UGC ka adesh jarun

MCD issues 30 directives to improve security at [Hindustan Times 03 27/03/2023 | 56

schools

MCD 1ssues norms to make its schools safer for |[The Times of India 06 27/03/2023 | 57

students

SCHOOLS 38

GHIGE [RI&T & [0 AUTS o1l Uil ¥pd  [G-P SRl II 15/03/2023 | 58
. ISialed oigs:l 9 a7 9Ul T - Pl Hindustan 06 02/02/2023 | 59
. The opportunity, and politics, of Eklayva schools [The Hindustan times | 02 21/02/2023 | 60

in tribal areas

6 91 D1 9 U Ugdl gad-1 H =gl (0ol 8= [HaHRd gl 02 11/04/2023 | 61

@I TS

Govt plans cadre to set board question papers for The Indian express 09 05/04/2023 | 62

parity in assessment

Study: 90% parents feel govt doing good jobat  |The Times of India 10 21/02/2023 | 63

its schools

There cannot be a school without a playground: |The statesman 03 07/03/2023 | 64

sC

SEILL DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 65

ToC uamgxﬂéi dis e HIgNM¥pd  [[gHRd cigH 05 06/04/2023 | 65
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TEACHEE FEECRUITMENTS 66

India has nearly 1.2L schools with just one The Times of India 01 21/02/2023 | 66

teacher each

16K Teachers™ post vacant in govt schools: DoE [The Times of India 14 10/03/2023 | 67

to HC

Delhi LG approves filling up of teaching, The statesman 02 07/02/2023 | 68

non-teaching staff of government-aided schools

through DSSSB

TEACHEERS TRAINING 69

Govt’s reply sought on rules for teachers foreign |The Hindustan times |03 15/03/2023 | 69

training

Schools turn co-ed, teachers attend gender classesThe Times of India |03 23/03/2023 | 69
. UNIVERSITY GRANT COMMISSION (UGC) T0

Uglg aid ]f Blo dIdl dic Hab 1 1187 &l AaHRd <59 11 12/04/2023 | 70

REIHRT

AT idd 4 ol 9a1ae- RIET R R &1 @1 HIHRd g™ 12 13/02/2023 71

i dlg

Allow students to write exams in local languages:|The Indian express 0% 20/04/2023

UGC to varsities 72

Muslim unrversity aur janua millia ko CUET par [Rashtriya sahara 03 21/02/2023 | 73




HISTORY 74
Understanding the mughals: there are lessons to  [The Hindu 09 06/04/2023 | 74
be learnt from every king
A host to meetings among freedom fightersin ~ [The Indian express |4 07/04/2023 | 75
city - marwarn library
Oasis of calm 1n busy chandm chowk - century  [The Indian express 06 10/04/2023 | 75
old hardaval library
Meet nagas leading bid overseas to bring home  |The Indian express |09 11/04/2023 | 75
ancestral remains
INDIAN RESEARCH AND 76
DEVELOPMENT
Emissions study to give clues on road pollution |The Hindustan times |07 15/03/2023 | 76
Growth of Indian languages receives budgetary |The Hindustan times |11 03/02/2023 | 77
impetus
India’s public exam system needs reform The Hindustan times |14 20/03/2023 | 78
India 1s a science-tech leader in the making The Hindustan times |16 15/03/2023 | 7%
Budget of the people for the people The Hindustan timesz |10 11/03/2023 | 80
cIc 0 AHHH 9 U301 U1 W9 Sed ol diat [HaYRd gl 02 03/04/2023 | 81
RSl
Centre to reconsider “safe harbour” clause in IT |The Hindu 01 10/03/2023 | 82
law
PSLV-C35 mission: ISRO to carry out in-orbit  [The Hindu 06 21/04/2023 | 83
scientific expeniments using spent PS4
Centre to reconsider “safe harbour” clause The Hindu 14 10/03/2023 | 84
Zojila tunnel may be ready by dec 2026 The Indian express 12 10/04/2023 | 85
What LIGO-India will do The Indian express 13 10/04/2023 | 86
With successful test, ISRO closerto anIndian  The Indian express 15 05/04/2023 | 86
reusable launch vehicle
AT to help track, Maintain upkeep of 16 key The Times of India |04 20/04/2023 | 87
stretches
Private entities will get to authenticate Aadhaar |The Times of India 19 21/04/2023 | &8
‘India’s Doing 1t nght The Times of India |22 22/02/2023 | 89
The GeM in what govt buys The Times of India |24 20/04/2023 | 20
PM: Project tiger's success shows no conflict The Tribune 01 10/04/2023 | 91
between economy & ecology
NCERT 92
GI-® SRR 01 06/04/2023 | 52
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3Rl & UCRI &l Ga 4 GH® SR 03 23/02/2023 | 93
AR g3 el
ZIAeTd ! TiedJide] W Rgad GIH@ SRl 08 18/04/2023 | 94
ST HTST H TRI&MT &1 G gldl 991 CH® SR 08 27/04/2023 | 95
TP UicTT Wi Udien & 163 1 gl IEad [gi-d SIRROT 09 29/03/2023 | 96
I 2Tlg 9 o]g evid 2013 Hge ¥ IHASIE 07 18/04/2023 | 96
MNCERT consulted 25 experts, 16 teachers for The Hindustan times |08 15/04/2023 | 97
changes in books
[clay @] SI1 UeHl 4L oAU AP gell. A9 HRd <3 14 05/04/2023 | 98
HITel g gc - I NCERT - ®gl, 5% 1999 9 [[dHRd <3 01 05/04/2023 | 9%
ESEARRER) |
NCF ¥ &1 8131 U &H R ga1d EEEEGREEL:] 06 12/04/2023 | 99
gw & Tl HIel ¥ ¢l dR &1 Tl &l IR I3 07 06/04/2023 | 100
NCERT: 12 9l H [gHTSH, T GRaR &l HIHRd <15 09 03/04/2023 | 101
o ol Yg Warl
NCERT &I [dddl H ggaid & aalb 250 HadHRd <IgHH 12 10/04/2023 | 102
e :
NCERT @I fdodd I TTiell 3 ¥ g¢ UiST-4fsT  RIPIg WeRl 01 16/04/2023 | 102
2013 mean pathyapustak se maulana azad ka jikr [Rashtriya sahara 01 18/04/2023 | 103
hata diya gava tha
Darwin must stay i India school textbooks The Hindu 08 28/04/2023 | 104
Student to get new textbooks from NCERT after |The Hindu 14 28/03/2023 | 105
a gap of nearly 20 years
Among key deletions on Gandht’s assassmation [The Indian express |01 05/04/2023 | 106
in NCRT Class 12 texts are these lines:
Opp. non-BJIP states slam gandhi killing deletions{The Indian express 01 06/04/2023 | 106
from NCERT textbooks
On NCF panel table: class 12 boards twice a yearThe Indian express 01-02 | 06/04/2023 | 107
no science-arts walls
Key deletions in NCERT texts The Indian express |02 05/04/2023 | 108
NCERT textbook deletions The Indian express 02 06/04/2023 | 109
[n NCERT textbook prune: Mughal era, Deli  |The Indian express |07 05/04/2023 | 110
sultanate, Emergency impact and 2002 riots
NCERT: Need not notify minor deletions from  [The Indian express |07 17/04/2023 | 111
textbooks
Group poses as NCERT boeck wholesalers to sell [The Indian express |07 24/04/2023 | 111
fake material cons retailers of lakhs
Textbooks for the times The Indian express 11 24/04/2023 | 112




Changes the NCF 2023 draft proposes in the The Indian express 13 10/04/2023 | 112
school education system
Engage. do not delete The Indian express |13 27/04/2023 | 113
Why the pre-draft NCF recommends a diverse  |The times of India Extra | 20/04/2023 | 114
curriculum in school education
paper

Draft NCF bats for multiple board exams, The times of India 01 & 15| 06/04/2023 | 115
stresses self-assessment
Bhartiya curniculum: teach natyashastra, panini in|The times of India 01 12/04/2023 | 116
school, savs draft NCF
INCF: Board exams prevent truly holistic The times of India 15 06/04/2023 | 117
development
In a first. academic credit accumulation from The times of India 18 12/04/2023 | 118
class 5
MNEP reflects academic thoughts of Tagore The Statesman 02 29/03/2023 | 119

REPORTS 120
gad W @l NUIT &1 gl SHT JATdl 01 20/04/2023 | 120
@TH B3 dldl @i Jgi 2A1ETe! ALTTwT & [od 3R Jolel 20 20/04/2023 | 121
HIXd - gl & [ChdU H [hdl @l dH: |3 Jrdl 20 21/04/2023 | 122
The most populous nation The Financial Express |22 20/04/2023 | 123
Women in the workforce and the underlying The Hindustan Times |01 15/03/2023 | 124
stress
Unpacking inflation in India_ Its recent historv  [The Hindustan Times (02 20/04/2023 | 125
Economic survey: How Delhi fares in key fields |The Hindustan Times |05 01/02/2023 | 126
MAferd] A<Eifead 2% gg I€ic 9T HaYRd <Ig 10 05/04/2023

127

India remains a “bright spot”, to contribute 15% |The Hindu 01 23/02/2023 | 128
of global growth in 2023: IMF
Private tuitions helped blunt learning loss m The Hindu 07 14/02/2023 | 129
many states
Education, more than wealth, determines The Hindu 07 15/02/2023 | 130
women's martial age
The threat of rising sea levels The Hindu 10 28/04/2023 | 131
Economic survey takeaways The Indian Express |15 01/02/2023 | 132
Anti-Hindu hatred, bullying in UK schools, The Times of India 02 200042023 | 133
reveals report
Women form less than 12% of India’s police The Times of India 13 09/04/2023 | 134

force: centre




LGBTQ rights

[ndia world’s most populous country The Pioneer 01 20/04/2023 | 135
India World's .. The Pioneer 02 20/04/2023 | 136
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 137
el DH TG H SldPT ieet! \id § g [gH® SRl 10 27/04/2023 | 137
U dp-1icb] 1 I oI QP SR 16 27/04/2023 | 137
Cabinet clears Rs 6k-cr plan to scale up quantum (The Hindustan Times (01 20/04/2023 | 138
research
Quantum Tech The Hindustan Times (01-07 | 20/04/2023 | 139
Ogcil 9 Higdl Y TFIIE gl &l ddby HaYRd <s 14 05/04/2023 | 140
Vigyanika_ signifiing the role of literature n The statesman 11 01/02/2023 | 141
propagating science
A new ring system discovered in our solar system|The statesman 11 01/03/2023 | 142
Need to restructure science PhD programmes in  |The statesman 11 07/03/2023 | 143
[ndia
SOCIAL WELFARE AND 144
DEVELOPMENT
Sielce g H Tddidl &i dibiugdl BiEH AT JATl 06 06/03/2023 | 144
@1 9 ¢ 911 &I geg STHT Jellcl 10 06/03/2023 | 144
[ddidl & 9N &l gl Uil - [hal [auR - [HaYRd g 06 03/03/2023 | 145
SAD] U ST HATPHA G & [T BT [HdHRd <9 11 12/04/2023 | 146
EEH
[N SUP Pl &1 GHIYG Rashtriya sahara 035 03/02/2023 | 147
Shaping a more disabled-friendly digital The Hindu 06 15/02/2023 | 148
ecosystem
Slow progress to creating a safe workplace for  |The Hindu 06 21/02/2023 | 149
women
The petitions around same sex marriage The Hindu 08 18/04/2023 | 150
The microbiome link to autism disorders The Hindu 08 21/02/2023 | 151
Teachers in film: Never too cool for school The Hindu 11 24/02/2023 | 152
At least 10% women officers to be inducted into [The Indian Express |09 10/04/2023 | 153
Army’s artillery units
Hindi in the World The Indian Express (12 15/02/2023 | 154
Key SC verdicts that moved the needle on The Indian Express |13 20/04/2023 | 154
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Cabinet clears bill seeking new age-based The Times of India 15 20/04/2023 | 155
classification of films
The 4 pillars holding up India’s expanding The Times of India 27 14/02/2023 | 156
middle
o |12 Assam. the answer 1s schools, not jails The Times of India 24 10/02/2023 | 157
Monitoring of health 1s vital for women over 30 (The pioneer 07 13/03/2023 | 157
. Centre asks CAG for spl audit of PM poshan The Statesman 01 09/02/2023 | 138
scheme 1n Bengal
How internet of behaviour 1s emerging as a major|The Statesman 11 01/02/2023 | 138

tool for digital transformation
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AGRICULTURE

What is the open-source seeds movement?

Tegime
ower plant varieties, thene was a dire nesd
10 ‘open-source” seads.

What are plant-breeders’ rights and

The advent af ybrid
seeds, sclentific
plant-breeding, and some other factors

(PER) and patents, parthcularly in the LS.
In this regime, rights-holders could
demand rovalty on seeds and legally
wm"‘l In some national [PR

. Fights-holders can also restrict
the ursuthorised wse of seeds 1o develop

CW

new variedes. in 1994, the establishment
of the World Trade casta

global IFR regime over plant varietes.

| The Trade-Related [PR Agreement (TRIPS)
| required countries to provide at least one |
form of intellecnual

property (IF)
protection. This consolidation of rights in
the seeds sector raised concerns abaur
the freedom to innovate. Unlike the Green
Revolution, which was spearheaded by

ons. e o

public-sector institutions, the genetic
revolution in agriciliure was led by the
private secior, with seeds masthy avaibed

How s [P protecied in agriculture?
There are two major modes of [PR
protection in sgriculire -
plant-breeders’ rights and patents.
Toggether, they restrict farmers’ rights and
the freedom 1o develop new varieties

| u.sip;gamlmmnfrm IP-prodecbed

varieties, and have thus Incréased the
number of IP-protected plant varieties.

| The high prices of genetically modified

sevils and 1P claims triggered many

What is the open-source
seeds movement?

What are [P rights on seeds and how are they inhibiting the freedom to innovate within the seeds sector?

problems and Bswes, including the Stae's
imbervention in Bt cotlon seeds in India,
As public sector breeding declined and
thie private sector began to dominate the
sewd sector, the need for altermatives
became keenly feb. This is when the
success of irsgi

on it. The German NGO Agrecol followed
with a similiar inidative In Eusope, In
Agrecol's model, the user agrees inter alia
to it pabent seeds bought under the
open-source lioence. In the U5, the open
souroe seeds Initarhe opted for a pledge
Pased modde | for sharing seeds.

In Inlia, the Centre for Sustainable
Agricubiure (CSA), Hyderabad, developsed

a model that included an agreement
hetween C5A and the recipient of the
seedfgermplasm. 1 is rying to use this
approach through three farmer producer
organisations engaged in seed
prodhuction. Under India’s Plant Yariety
Protection and Farmers’ Rights Act 2001,
[reners can register “farmer varietes’ if
they meer certain conditdons, and have
the right to reuse, repdant, and exchange
seeds. However, they can't breed and
rade in varieties protected under the Act
fior comemercial X

of excellent qualiry for ssed development
and breeding purposes. Open-source
principles can help overcome these two
chalkenges by facilitating testing.
improvisation, and adopron.

Al of these will ultimately be beneficial
o India's food security and dimate
resilience.

Krighema Ravi Srimives is with the
Research and Information System for
Developing Courneries, New Defhi. Views
expresed are personal,
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ARTS & AESTHETICS

At G20, India will put spotlight on culture

At G20, India will put
spotlight on culture

e landmark world conference on oal-

ture, Mondiacult 2022, declared cul-

ture as a global public good. placing it

at the heart of intermational policy and
cooperation. The essence of this global para-

digm shift is being strongly echoed through
India’s ongoing G20 presidency.

Befittingly. the Culture Working

Group (CWG) of India’s G20 presi-

dency postulates “Culture for LIFE

— promoting an environmentally
lifestvie the

dialogue for mechanisms to
address the issue through the ethical lens of
transitional and the moral obligation
o COfFect a WTONE.

Seecond, h;r:u-m.ng living herntage for a
sustainable future. Sustainability or. more

mocurately, sustainable practices, have been

the cormerstone of Indian culture, Eoscentric

I:r:Irlalhr mmuﬁcmphuml mlrmmmg‘-_

ul consumption and optimal utilisation

resources make India one of the beast wasteful

economies. Community knowledge, holistic
ervironmental

Wlﬂg.lnd IMEANEEETent prac-
prmid-rv:nhubhlul.lghuandlmll[ar
l'.llrkﬂpg mﬂf uchl challenges. Creating a
repository of s practices and preservin
indigenous languages as vehicles ucfll\ung
heritage is the need of the hour. India's CWG
will gabvanise the efforts of the G20 for lever-
mmmmmmhm-n:m
them in policy
Third, the promotion of cultural and cresa-

thve industrics and creative cconomy. The ol
tural and creative indusiries and creative
cconomics are some of the world s moest rap-
idily growing sectors. According to the Uinited
Mations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, global creative goods exports stand at

£L1 trillion. South-South trade in ore-
ative goods amounts to 40.5% of
exports by developing economies.
India’s creative ecoOnoimy accounis
for an overall market size of about
$36.2 billion. However, global issucs
such as the climate crisis and, more
recently, the pandemic, continue to

sal definition of what constitutes a
creative economy and who qualifies
as culiural practitioners impede evi-
dence-based policymaking. CWG
will deliberate on strengthening cud-
tural data-collection mechanisms.
enhancing business-support meas-

ures and :e:urin.g the status of cul-

;l inteilligence, virnual augmented real-
ity, amd rnﬁ:ﬂcsl‘ll\rr revolutionised how we
create, access and experience culture. As a
result, inldatives by memory instdutions w
provide access to their collections through
Iinteractive and immersive technology interfa-
ces have gained momentun. CWG will focus
on ways to expand user-friendly digital cul-
tural experiences and hasten the d

of cultural assets.

To engage with the prioritics of India's
CWG in depth and more mean Iy, the
ministry of culture has develo a robust
Fokect proforts Rave boon camra

Ve n lised 1o
represent the shared l‘mwmnﬂ-
tural expressions of G20 member-States and
the voice of the Global Sou e

uth for a more equi-
wmbile exchange of cultural goods and services.

Govind Mohan is secretary, and Lily Pandeya, joint
SECTelary,
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The art of the ‘Fosbury flop’

OLUTIOMARY | HIGH JUMPER DICK FOSBLIRY DIES

The art of the ‘Fosbury Flop’

Dick Fasllur'r. the man who revamped the discipline
of high jump and won an Dlympic gold medal

with his ‘Fosbury Flop’, has

died. A look at how he

transformed the sport.

 Fosbury F

T 'ﬁ« S

Fl I.;-i:'.'-

Th: athiete’s ceatre of mons remaing below b ba
24 the whple al thar bady an't above the b a2 any _
w.mpml:ndl:mtThk imeans thiy g ableteget = =

g . entrg it e Eae Gar iompared fo alder bchnlues i L

Dy

b Th-fhdmumnmnpuum The straddle
: s ﬂ’*hpﬂl:hmq:ta
modiied e refativg b Ehe graing, which helps the :mhu
% "“"'"}“ o raste Ay horipanLal speed to vertical speed, Aoty i et
- Ths allaws the banding of the back ansend chmite u.-.fmn-p

- ""*“"*lbﬂ ih!bﬂralmpﬂh caiising the body ko R BowT 2 E ateackdle in which
Witk bis chin tucked info cliar the bur white Bis centre of mass travels ”"M"mm'_m
i chiest. under the har e B B it @ i o gl chaarans

ek Y . e mmwc
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C{}!nic books to mark 100th Mann ki Baat

Comic books to mark
100th Mann Ki Baat

Sree a Chakrab
NEW DELHI

Amar Chitra Katha comic
books featuring people
and themes mentioned in
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’'s Mann Ki Baat se-
ries, projection mapping
0OWs in iconic heritage
sites like Red Fort and Ko-
nark Sun Temple and an

sodes of the pri

;l:radh Programme.

0

iy ugh the monthly
Interacts with citize

ns

OPU_;!]IHES and issues of go-

Portance. The 100th

L

episode of Mann Ki Baat
will be broadcast on April
30. The first of the series of
the 12 Amar Chitra Katha
comic books would be re-
leased on April 30 and the
rest over the next year. For
the series, the comics will
use people mentioned by
the Prime Minister in his
programme, those who
have made a difference to
society in everyday life.
“Free copies of the com-
ic books would be distri-
buted in all CBSE and Cen-
tral Board schools. The
publishers, however, are
free to sell the books in
open market,” Union Cul-
ture Secretary Govind Mo-

han said.
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How Indian artists are using Al, AR to let creativity soar

- How Indian artists are using Al
AR to let creativity soar

MohuaDas@timesgroup.com

T ould Impressionists like
Monet and Renolr have
existed had it not been for

the invention of the port-
able paint tubes that allowed them to
escape the studio, take inspiration from
the world outdoors and experiment
with new lightfast pigments invented
by industrial chemists in

Shots’ about a year ago. In her latest in
the serfes — ‘Metamind: Infinite Possi-
bility’ an acrylic on canvas piece that is
part of the Art of India (Aol) week-long
showcase that starts in Mumbal on
March 19 — Bhatt uses digital layers to
bring motifs of infinity, metaverse, and
the human mind to life,
“When a viewer trains their phone
lens on it, parts of the plece start
animating,”" says Bhatt, en-

the 19th ? What The o thused by the AR technol-
would have become of the s tmngjrufaddingvirhmlala-
*6s pop art movement had Gf . ments like animation and
.ﬂfndy‘ﬁhrhul_nqtdimmd h]dla@ 3D objects that can enhance
silkscreen printing, the pro- €M her artwork’s meaning. I
cess of transferring images An nitiatve by can innovate in a way that
from magazines or newspa- THE TIMES OF INDIA | can't with traditional me-
pers to canvas? Closer home,

one wouldn't have known the artistic
possibilities with the camera till Akbar
Padamsee in 1969 recreated one of his
own paintings of an abstract landscape
using projected light, tinted filters,
stencils and photographic slides. Mis-
understood and rejected then, it started
art's tryst with technology in India.
The debate over how much tech.
nology is too much technology within
the fine art realm has been an ongoing
one but art and tech have always made
for inspiring bedfellows even as pur-
ists remained wary of machine intru-
sion. From painting with a stylus on
a tablet to immersive augmented real-
ity art, 3D-printed sculptures to paint-
ings created by codes and algorithms,
for adventurous artists, tech has been
more than a toal.

JENNY BHATT: TECH TONIC

For Mumbai-based pop surrealist artist
Jenny Bhatt, the “wehd-
based metaverse” has
been a new home for her
art since she introduced
augmented reality (AR)
to her digital interactive
art project  “Moksha-

dia. It's not limited by space
or location and the viewer is a partici-
pant, taking the story forward by the
choices they make on their device.”

JAIDEEP MEHROTRA: DIGITAL BRUSH

A trailblazer of this hybrid artform,
Jaideep Mehrotra, has been tapping
the potential of blending age-old art
techniques with new-age technology
since the ‘90s. “Most of my life I'd
been working with the ‘goonga medi.
um’ or paintings that are essentially
mute,” he says. That is before an Ap-
ple Powermac replaced his easel, a
digital pen his paintbrush and cata-
lysed his move into computer-gener-
ated lithographs and video art instal-
lations, undeterred by conservatives
who called it a “gimmick".

His latest is a time-lapse infinite
loop video titled *Within' that will take
viewers at the AOI on a kaleldoscopic
journey through vignettes of peopls,
places and things. “It depicts the preoc:
cupation of metropolises and similar-
ity of lives around the globe,” he says,
describing the new perspectives that
the digital medium affords him. “Art-
ists should use whatever visual lan-

-

guage is available to them to allow the
message to slide in.”

Yet, some are worried by artificial
intelligence (AI) tools that can convert
text into immaculate imapes in sec.
onds. Bhatt, despite her experiments
with digital art for over two decades,
feels apprehensive about the ethies
surrounding Al art. “I've always been
excited about what tech can do for art
including creative coding that NFT
artists use to generate random wvisua]
outputs. But not machine-generated Al
art. That feels like a breach of another
artist's copyright,” she maintains,

Mehrotra, on the other hand, finds
Al an “amazing new addition™ that
needs to be investigated, not brushed
aside. "Art has no parameters. The
moment you create parameters you de-
stroy it. To celebrate art, people have to
be open to different realms,”

PRATEEK ARORA: SCI-FI MEETS Al

While the jury is still out, Al has defi-
nitely altered the rules of creativity
Screenwriter Prateek Arora is one of
those unlikely artists who uses Al as
his muse. “T was always interested in

h
with horror and sel. H.H-the_tll}
“I've also had inger. mmmmw
and producers from the south Asinnﬂdf
ics who m this Who dismisses crit.
“No one can be "“’m'isiml*.
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Indian-American C.R. Rao wins Nobel prize equivalent in
statistics at the age of 102

Indian-American C.R. Rao
wins Nobel Prize equivalent
in statistics at the age of 102

Atanu Biswas

The Indian-American sta-
ristician Calvampudi Rad-
hakrishma Rao has been
awarded the 2023 Interna-
tional Prize in Statistics —
the eguivalent of the Nobel
Prize for statistics. It is
awarded once every two
team “for major achieve-
mt:susmgstnmnﬂmad-
vance science, tectmolagy

award calls him “a profes-
sor whose work more than
75 years ago cOontinies to
exert a profound influence
O SCWETCE™

Frofessor Rao's ground-
breaking paper, “Informa-
thon and acouracy attaina-
ble in the estimation of
statistical parameters”,
was published in 1945, It
WwaEs an achieve-

ment since he was only 25
at the time. He would go on
to do his Ph.DD. in 1946-1948
at King's College, Cam-
bridge University, under
the supervision of Ronald
Fisher, regarded as the
father of modern statistics.

The 1945 paper boosted
the development of mod-
ern statistics and its appli-
cation in research.

Rao score test

One of Professor HRao's
papers in 1948 offered a
novel generic approach to
testing hypotheses, now
widely known as the “Rao
score test”. This and two
other tests, developed by
Jerzy Neyman, E.S. Pear-
son and Abraham Wald,
are sometimes called *

holy trinity™ of this branch
of statistics.

Professor Rao also con-

tributed to orthogonal ar-
rays, a concept in combi-

~-matorics used to

experiments whose results
are qualitatively good, as
early as 1949,

A 19-year-old Rao could
not secure a scholarship at
Andhra University for ad-
ministrative reasons. He
was also rejected for a job
at an Army survey unit.
When he was staying in
Calcutta, a chance meeting
led him to enroll at the In-
dian Statistical Institute,
where he spent the next
four decades. After his re-
tirement in 1979, he sertled
in the U.S.

The first half of the 20th
century was the golden pe-
riod of statistical theory in
general, and Rao is one of
the reasons for this. As the
renowned statistician Er-
ich Lehmann wrote, Rao
was “the person who did
the most to continue [P.C.|
Mahalanobis's work as a
leader of statisdces in
India.”

Aranu Biswas is Profes-
sor of staristics, Indian Sta-
ristical Institute, Kolkata.
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Booker winners to bestsellers: times litfest to host world’s

finest

Tines Mews NeTwoak

¢ describes himsell, rathen
self-deprecatingly and dis
armingly. as “failed cricketer,
failed rock star and failed ve
gan.” And he admits in his own website
that he “doesn’t know how 10 use semi
colorns” and is “unable to spell diarrhea
without assistance.”
But there are a few things that Sri
Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka
ean do. He can produce a stunning
work of fiction Chinaman: The
Legend of Pradeep Mathew — which
2 2012 Wisden panel said was the IZnd
hest book ever written on cricket.
And he can do even better by win-
ning ::m 2022 Booker Prize with his
novel The Seven Moons of Maali
“ell MacGregor, chair of
dges. had praised the “ambition
{r= scope. and the hilarious audae-
ia -_|_" its narrative technigues.”
MacGregor, & British art historian,
iz further guoted as saving on the
Booker wenhsite, that The Seven Moons
+f Wiasll Almeida “takes the reader to
the world's dark heart” — the murder-
civil war Sri Lanka
& there, the reader also discov-
the tenderness and beauty, the love
anf lovelty and the pursuit of an ideal
&t justify every human life.™
Tre truth is that Shehan has done a
i of otner things. He has written rock
sunge. sereenplayve and travelogues. A
major star in the modern literary firma
e s part of the
""_-' Jigarndhe Times Lit
ey EE NS -u-Hcrr'r
S r Miainpuri

= horrors of

b L

|

oz whiress: spa=llbind ing

Booker winners to bestsellers:
Times Litfest to host world’s finest

ON RECORD: RUSHDIE, HARAR! AND 2021 NOBEL WINNER |

Aspedalfuhnul' the 2023 "_“x Who Sold His Ferrari.

Times Litfest are the exclusive Literature lovers will also relish
video interviews recorded with | sesing and hearing the views of
renowned authors which will Abdulrazak Gurmah in another
be played for the audience. One exclusive recorded conversation
of them is with Salman Rushdie, Gumnah, who received the 2021 Nobel

who survived a near-fatal stabbing last prize for Literature, was bomn in Zanzi-
August and has just come out with his bar but, like many Arabs, was forced o
latest nowel, Victory City. leave the place in the 1960s. He settled in
Israeli historian-philesopher, -
Yuval Moah Harari, will be seen in
a similar avatar. Hararis Sapiens
and Homo Deus are among the
most discussed books in recent
decades. So will Robin Sharma, who
authored the blockbuster, The Monk

brio and fierce compassion weaves
youth and age, male and female, family
and nation into a kaleidoscopic whole.”
Geetanjali hasn't written rock songs
like Shehan. But in an interview once
confessed  that  she

hums vintage melodies

from Hindi films all the

internalised the teachings of Jen Bud
dhizm as well as the physical and men
tal techniques of the famous fghters,
says an article in his website

The result: a bunch of books tha
show how the Shaolin principles
mental and physical self-control can
improve our lives. Two of his popala

time. works are Shaolin: You Don't Hase
warn Costanjali Shres The Times Liffest To Fight To Win and The Shaolin Prue
whtsse Hindl meve] Het also hosts Vienna-born  elple: Do Only What You Have Decidesd
Samadh] (@018 was hestselling author and  Translated into 13 kaguages, ncluding
rransiated inte English TIHI"..& /M{' photographer  Berne  Hindi. Marathi and Malayalum. the
b sy Femkwell ms O v e . hard Moesil. Fascinat-  books have been on intermational best
Tomn of Sand and won ed by Aslan philosophy  seller lists for over 500 weeks
v Drytesr rist borus] Bk and culture, Moestl e The Times Ligest [vihi. presenoa]
er Prize. Frank Wy Feb 11% - 12* came i student of war- by Rajnigandha. is being held o
e ir of the judges had Siri Fort Auditorium rior monks in a Shaolin February 11 & 12, ar Sire For
demeribesd the bk s r b monastery in China Auditorium, August Krann Marg
e el ot Visit imeslitfest.com -y eticulously stud Entry is free. Guests o enter venu
Irict s aar ..r“* et iLiean, bt bed thelr martial arts

through gate numbers 2 grd

fuar Details available ar tirmesligfest.oon

many  years and
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Tamil author perumal murugan’s novel ‘pyre’
longlisted for 2023 booker prize

~“Tamil author Perumal Murugan’s novel
‘Pyre’ longlisted for 2023 Booker Prize

amil author Perumal

Murugan's novel ‘Pyre'

is among 13 books from
across Asia, Africa, Europe
and Latin America to make it
to the longlist of the Interna-
tional Booker Prize 2023, an-
nounced by the Booker Foun-
dation on Tuesday.

Murugan, 56, makes it to
the list with his 2016 book
‘Pyre’, translated from Tamil
by Aniruddhan Vasudevan,

becoming thefirst Tamil writ-
er to make it to the longlist.

‘Pyre’, tells the tale of an
intercaste couple whao elope,
setting in motion a story of
terrifying foreboding.

“lam very happy,and this
is a great acceptance of my
writing. ‘Pyre’ deals with
honour killing. Honour Kkill-
ing is a big problem in our
country. I hope more people
get to know about this issue

after this recognition,” the
author told PT1.

“Perumal Murugan is a
great anatomist of power
and, in particular, of the
deep, deforming rot of caste
hatred and violence. With
flashes of fable, his novel
tells a story specific and
universal: how flammable
are fear and the distrust of
others,” Booker's prize judg-
ing panel noted. en
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Veteran malayalam actor & comedian Mamukkoya dies at

77

Veteran Malayalam actor & comedian Mamukkoya dies at 77

it i Aot impesibde g recall a Theacor'sbeeakthioughcame  also stared Mohanilal and atorn Podestko varshoka| 1965
ANANDU S'U_REEN Makayalam rose since the 19705 | threeyears laerwhendimeaer S Sreenivasan, Even today, it 5 Simiker tothe Late veteran ac-
®OCH!, &PRIL 28 ‘that did pot feature ane of these Malayil gave him a notable char- — rvearly impossible to find 3 tor Ineocent. Mamukkeya abso
actors, with Mamukkoya being acter in his film Doore Doore Ory Malayali wivs sat lamiliar with — played one of the most mnic
S00ON AFTER the news of ane ol the most prominent ones. [Koode Koottom: (19861 The film.a.  the reference “Gafoor ko dost”  cCharacters in bas career in
Mamukkoya's death broke, His departure marks the end satirical comedy-damathatn-  demonstrating the endunng  Siddepos-Lal's debur film Riesf
Kerala Law Minister P Rajeev  of anerwhen acos who prima- tiqued the education systemin - popularity of the character. Hoo Spraking, whene he played
wrode Facebook wall: “With  rily played sapporting roles car- Heraludring the: 19805 and 1940, Throughewt  his  career,  the role of Harzakkoya Despite
Mamukkoya also disappeanng Mlalayalam cinerna The gkill wom Ehe Mational Flim fovard for  Mamukkowva delvered sscep-  being a coruc character, 4 sud-
behund the Gallen cunain, anen-  of such attors belped make the TP Biest Film an Cther Social beves,  tonal perkemmances ina rargeol  den (hange in ene in sertain
tire generation of film personmel  industry what it is today. S s comic tirming and  rules, inchadrgan MLAmaction  scenes make audiences realise
has bid goodbye tous. Innocent, Born on July 5. 1946, in 1946-2023 useof Mappiladiclectwas praed.  thiiller Aupest 11988 L alocaliea  that Marmukkoya could portray
KPAC Lalita, Kalpana, Thilakan,  Kozhikede district's Kallayi. Mamukicoya's  career  shopowner in Fonmuiimadur  charscrers wath emaotiondl depi
Medumudi Venw, Sukumaniand  Mamukkoya worked as a reached ifs pinnacle in 1987 Tharou [ 1588), photograpter in Mty of s ialingraes e sl
finally Mamukkoya...” labourerina timber yard during  helped b larnd his first Bimeole when he portrayed the beonic  Vodsklamoblzyanfram [ 1969).4  popular among Malayais. greing
Rajeev’s statement would  his early days. His connection  in 1979, Anyorude Bhoormi di- — conman Gafoarkka in Sathyan  pickpocket in Mazh by the sobngquet in sodial me
hiave resonated with Keralites = with the drama community — reched by Nikarnbur Balan. Anhilkad's Madodikkatt, which (1989 and a film projecior oper-  dia g of thug diakegues!
—_— —-—

Ben Ferencz, last surviving nuremberg prosecutor, dies at

103

THE HARVARD-EDUCATED LAWYER SECURED CoONVICTIONS OF NUMEROUS GERMAN OFFICERS

Ben Ferencz, last survwmg Nuremberg prosecutor, dies at 103

WIILL DUMFLAM
APTLG

Benjamin Ferenc, the last sor-
viaing prosecutor fram the
Munembeag Crials in Genmans
thar brought Mazi war criminals
o Justice after World War Twe
and a hangtinme apesithe of nlir-
nanaznad criminal Liw, died on
Friday om age D03, NBL Mews re-
poried orang heson

Femincr, a Harvanl o it
lansrver, s OO CTRONS of
numeErms Cerman officers who
lexd peeeng cieath squads dunng
“he waar. Crrumstanoes. of B
dearhvweni- nad imimedinslydie

chomed. The Mew Tark Times ne-
ported that Ferenecz died of an
ascesdon] g Lacality in Bargnitizn
Beach, Fiorida.

He was pust 27 years old
wbwers b sl a5 & et
in 1047 ar Huremberg, where
Hari defendants inchacang
Hermann Gorireg facesd & smenis
il el Foof Tifes agaaar hid-
mamity induding the genocde
knram 2= the Holocaust in
wnch sin il owiah prople
aral milioere of ochers were 5y
rematical by kdled

Ferenc then sdwecatinl o
theahes For thengreation of ain
nprnaional criminal court, a goal
realized wath the estabbshment

Ferencrwas just 77 vears old when he sereesd 5 3 proseculoe
in IWth Mazi diefienul ants faced triahs Tor crimees against
hurmnasity including the Holo s, wwasn

of aniobematzonal tribunal that
sils i Thee Hagnie, Mithe rlaals
Fesence also was 4 significant
domor 1o the US Holocaust

It is veiths sarrore ded with
Ty et v heve dischoss rhe
deliberare slaughter of mare
than a ol bon imnoosnt and de-
Fermeless men women, and chl-

i ashigsion,

Az Munemberg, Ference be-
came chief proeecubor for the
Upsited Stabensin dhve sl of 2.2 ol
Tiders whin kel ralsibe paraimdi-
tary killisg squads knowm o
Efmez pruppsen thrt wers port
ul the nuotorious Magi 53, Th

carmied o e klings
LaIReting Jews. gpsies andoth-
s = prinanly cealiand - dherng
the war in Gemman-oocupied
Eurmpe and were responsibe for
erme than g railbn deaths

dren,” Rerencr aaid in his open-
ing saizment af the ral

Ference tnkd the court that
Wi aiazaed Moo rmethusdi-
cally carried Ut long-range
plhans o extErmi g e ethr, na
tional, polilical and religious
AOUS e inthe Mazi
mund.”

S i - Ui @EDRETIi =
tioe of wii ke canegones of hu
MmN b - s Foremeet in-
strarmend of e St doctrine,™
Fetiee sl

Thee deferudamits all were oo
wvicaed ard 13 waere groen dea
serMences. I was Feronc's fie
CANSET CASE.

A2 age 91 fe cook part inthe
fire case befiore the oour by de-
Hvisring & chesrg statenent £
the prosecurson of accued
LCongolese warlord Thomn
Lubdngs [hilo, who was oo
wicmed ol s crirmes,

“The reasoin | e continued
tockevasle e of e e oo pre-
WENCING Wark i iy awansnes
Ehut the met war will make ihe
last e ok likecue s play”he
P the B amsocia tian in 20018
" Larvw, vl woarr” pevmaines oy s

gan ard mw hope.”  REUTERS
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The maestro who lived for music, kabir, birds, bhindi

The maestro who lived for
music, Kabir, birds, bhindi

Kumar Gandharva, A Legend Of Indian Classical Music, Was Born On
April 8, 1924, Events Will Be Held Round The Year To Mark His Centenary

i Dol

W ometime n the 1080k ks
Gandbharva was invited fo per

fior e A mn sditoriam i T
R WMumbai When he romched the
venue, ihe organisers rudely ol him
1o o abwsd A they had (o clear the
way for a politician, the chiefl Euest
Hax frend. who Rad driven him there.
protesredd that this was the artiste him
welf bt they were not hothersd. With
out & word, and with no assistanos,
Rumar Gandharva picked ap one tamn

purs. he end picked up the other,
amnd they climbed up two steep Mights
of stajrs to the auditorTam omn the e

ot e Ciee T WRE o =tage, Kumar
Gandtame deliversd & wonderful per
formanoe. His i aoared like the
ewan he often sang of. 1'd Jayegs Hans
Akela’, wrepping the andience in an
pthereal socoon When asked Lager of
e was wpset by the organisers” behan-

As a child, he revealed an
extraordinary gift: he could
memorise and mimic any kind
of music. With this talent, the
child star was given the name
Kumar Gandharva by the

about age 10 to learn music
in Mumbai

| bar, he sabd, mdmuru but the

SONGS CELESTIAL: Moving te Diwas in Madfya Pradesh after fe was duagnossd simh
Gandharya

pursued neve directions in fes e,

m“mﬂw"lm m

FLDSPTLICEIS in thae 19805, Murmar
experirmenting

WE
miji of the neighbouring math’, and

FIE-
sic from BR Deodhar. who had started

CHmpromising on the integriy nd' o
ther He hefriembed the mystic Kabis™s
nirgun poetry that was soaked o the
vision of onemness about the wliimate
formiess reality and pepperesd with
lilting reminders that the great potter
returnd all (o the same mud

“People who knew Rumarii eil
stories of how he loved vegetables and
fivwers, birds, books and rain - how
attentive ke was o things and moe
mants,” writes Linds Hess in her b
‘Singing Emptiness .~ He snjove] gar-
dening and shopplng carrbed mul
tiple ahoulder-bigs b the market s

o his last recording on Al Indis
Fadin. He Rad been

he fresh vegelables would nod ged
crushed: engaged Priciuls in long con
versathons about the besnites of bR

i 5ot & toge rvcorder

elingrussd]  with o IR ALL THAT in the ganben sarls in
Berrubisis mnd forbid- | YOUPRE CURMOLUS ABOLTT the morning to catch

den o sing. But for o
ety shieegpesd bn fabth,
evein whal secmns ke
a dugger (ransfusmed
imbn & muaghe wand. He
e bism terw colled
I:ilﬂl bn Nladbym
o Its

| ) vy e gt e e slsoased ot
ﬂ.lfh'mlhllman‘

Eumsr Gandharva may have
passad on, but his veloe continues Lo
soar, unbuffered, glving sclesce and
pleasurs to many It is the volos that
defles boursdariss and breaks hierar
| chies to reach the space where ewery-
| ome dissedves into that roar of sllenos
What did he mean when be sang of
shunymta or Was his mu-
mwwm'Wdumu-
come the voice of the mystic post Ka
bir? Who was this man™

Shivaputrs  Siddharamaiah HKom-

d—m d"y alr and bis
wmnhaent felk mossic
In Iewas. ihe
songs of the villag
s mrul (he wander
ing devotbmsl or sufl
simgers bocams &

the coawersatbon e
tween two binds. ™

When he was gren
PErMRlssWMy  fo 2ing
agmin, six years after
et el by dliagrosd,
he was & shooting star
alrging a ind of music
thunt

| scends .
Hpnlu Ry

coMstant baekground E that eofinects all

Bum in his life. The

musie now played in .-“ » (arrucer aarad

hils interior world. He e, Lo in haroa hﬂm

braided lighter folk b3 bk 3 il fentry o e of
Per for rrraces throwsht

free acreds | the yoar oo

et cities.

21



In the fitness of things: when 112-year-old marathon man
showed city how it’s done

THE TIMES OF INDHA. MEW DFLH
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In the fitness of things: When I2-year-old

| nmrathon_mn

AmujalaiswalEtimesgroup Com

Mew Delhi: Faufa Singh, &
12-vear-old veteran of many
marathons, was the main
draw for selfies at the 5-km
Baisakhi Super Sikh riif ¢f
Sunday at Connaught Place.
The UK national’s pre-

clicks. Singh's sprightliness
seemed infections. Inasensa,
he symbaolises defiance each
time he shows upfora run.

Singh was in Delhi on
Sunday to flag off the run or-
ganised by Sun Foundation.
He walked about TO0 metres Lo
motivate young Delhiites.

“Jad maoin kar sakna ha-
an, be tusst o faromr kar sakde
Fo twiven [ ean doit, vou sure-
ly ean).” the one-time farmer
from Jaland har said.

Asked about his health,
he thanked god, ~Wake gury
di kirpa hai (it is god's gift),”
ke said. It is important to be
fit and run every day to keep
allevilaway, ke added.

He took no medicines,
Singh said. "I live a regimen-
ted life and eat healthy food

IRILP.

showed

AGE WO BAR: People joim Fauja 5i

-

4 -
rgh at the &-km Baisakhi Super Sikh ru

city how

= LA
G :

i on Sunday at Connaught Place

it’s done

likedalia and khichdi,”

Yes, he has a sweat tooth
and loves the kada prasad, a
whole wheat halwa, but he
has it in small quantities. “1
don't eat anything at night.”
said the man who has been
nicknamed Turban Tornado.

Singh overcame several
challenges to become the Fun-
ner he is today. He was born
with weals lege and could
hardly walk long distances. He
ook to running after the death
of his son in an accident, He

FAUJA SINGH SAYS

Jad main kar sakna haan,
te tussi to jaroor kar
sakde ho {when | can do
it, you surely can)

-~
started jogging to overcome
the grief. Later, he decided to
take uprunning seriously
In his 100th year, he comp-
leted s marathon in 2011
Vikramjit Singh Sahney,

the Rajya Sabha member
who 15 the founder of Sun Fo-
undation, said: “Youth in In-
dia have the potential to pér-
form outstandingly in the fl-
eld of sports but they need
motivation, especially the
ones living in rural areas. [t
is indeed the duty of the go-
vernment and society to
channel their energy.”
Sahney said the purpose
af the run was to celebrate
the joy of Baisakhi, while re-
inforcing the immense cont

ribution of Punjabis in the
freedom strugele. Hesald the
themeof therun was One Ha-
- Human Race.

Ower 2,000 participants
ran the Skilometre chal-
lenge, which was graced by
formet Indian athlete Gur-
bachan Singh Randhawaand
former Indian cricketer Bi-
shan Singh Bedi

The event concluded with
Punjab's signature colourful
bhangra and spirited marti
alart gatka.

22



CHILD WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT

% CHILD HEALTH & NUTRITION

Health first: modern kitchens to feed school kids nutritious

meals

Health first: Modern kitchens to
feed school kids nutritious meals

Ridhima. Gupta

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi's women
and child welfare depart-
ment will open modern kit-
chens in all 11 districts of the
capital 1o give children nut
rition-rich food, something
that many schoolchildren
missed out on during the
pandemic lockdown.

The meals from the new
Kitchens will have millets
and fortified rice, a seniorof-
ficial said. They will be pro-
vided to children from clas-
ses 1ol officiale sald.

The National Family He-
alth Survey (NFHS) data
shows that around 30% of
children in Delhi are malno-
uricshsd. The NFHS-5 (2019
21)data shows that 38.4% of
children are stunted, 35.5%
suffer from wasting and 21%
are underweight

Although malnutrition
levels among children have
reduced when compared to
the NHFS4 (201516) data,

Dast, Purba Medinipur, PIN-T2165T
Toll Fres Mo, 1800-345-37 74
CORRIGENDUM MOTHCE-N
e-HIT Mo, 84 HDAEC/ 20222023
T Corngerdum Motice < of the abowe
E-MIT has been msued. The Fstimated
Cost of work has been maodified to B
4.11,52 A78)- For more Irforenation
please vigit our websie
orf e-tender webtitis
worw whtenders. gov.in 54/ Chief
Exinturtive HD

ICA-TB473{3)2023

Bhodn for represertation

child right activists and nut-
ritionists suspect that data
collected after Covid would
suggest an increase inmalno-
urishment among children.
Another factor that could
adversely affect nourish-
ment among schoolehildren
is the increase in the enrol-
ment of students in govern-
ment schools in the pande-
mic. due to this, many child-

, ren were left out of the mid-

day meal scheme in Delhi,
The Programme Approval
Board, which decides the
wiork plan and budget for the
midday mieal sechemes annu
ally, has noted that over 4.8
Lakh children were baft out of
the midday mesl scheme in
2e1-2% in Delhi due to a shor
Lagge Oof fudxd grains.
Navlendra Kumar Singh,
deputy direcior of the wo-

b o o e
a

will also introduce
fortified rice and
other supplements
for children

-~

men and child development
department, said that du
ring the initial owtbreak of
Covid, schoolchildren were
deprived of proper nutri-
tion. Given the sirict lock-
down, mid-day meals were
stopped and for some time
anganwadi workers could
not reach the children,

The modern Kitchens we-
ree an effort to make up for

such nutritinn setbacks that
children may have suffered,
claimed the official

Department officials sa-
id new agencies have been
brought in to set up the mo-
dern kitchens. “With the
help of several NGOs, nutri-
tionists and other stakehol-
ders, we have charted our
plans for new meals for the
children. Often. we get o
know that thequality of mid-
day meals gets compromised
and is prepared in anunhygi-
enic manner. So, even tho-
ugh children get food. the
nutrition levels are low In
thesemodern kitchens, hygi-
ene will be a top priority. We
will also introduce fortified
rice and other supplemenis
for children,” Singh said.

He added the department
willsoonwrite to the EOVErn.
ment for procurement of
fnrtu'hed rice. Fortified rice
iz made as per the standards
fixed by the Food Safery and
Standards Authority of In.
dia(FSSAT.

“We are also planni
pti:l'-'i.dltlg ﬁ:u'tjﬂt]\l 1!?1‘:115 L-::
children which wil have ex-
travitamins and minerals not
{EF'P naturally in milk in sig

lent amounts. We are cur-
rently in talks with multiple
milk manufacturers  ghout
Cost per packet, [p the ook
g wititks, wp will finalise
and i ents Of the meals
. start setting yp he
kitchens, ad-dﬂd?hl}umfiai.
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South Delhi school takes the lead, introduces millets in meal

for kids

Shradha.Chettri@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: When the students of
the privatelyv run Birla Vidyva Nike-
tan in south Delhi reached schoolon
the first day of the new academic
session, they found the aloo paratha
theyusually got for the midday meal
replaced by mixed millet paratha, ri-
ce idli by ragi idli and for a sweet
dish, they got barnvard millet kheer,

For the students of nursery to
ClassI1, the school provides midday
mealz and a sweetdishand from now
on, millet will be part of this diet
thrice 2 week. In the process, the
school has become the first to incor-
porate millet in the meals for child-
ren. For the senior students too, mil-
let items will be available in the
school canteen.

Omn the first day of school on
Monday, the menu had finger millet
idli, vegetable pearl salad and ama-
ranth millet ladoo. “The children
simply loved the ragi idli that was
served to them. Instead of normal
flour, we used buckwheat (kuttu) flo-
ur. The finger millet salad consists
of the grain that is first soaked and
then boiled,” said school principal
Minakshi Kushwaha,

L o,
i e A =

A, MY
SALAD

“South Delhi school takes the lead,
introduces millets in meal for kids

B g ) MILLET }
LEET

“Lt;‘““ﬂ.h.\\\'ﬁ‘.h‘-‘h -..v—..-

HEALTHY AND TASTY

Himanshu Gupta, director, Di-
rectorate of Education, who partici-
pated in the launch of the millet diet
onMonday, applauded the school for
starting the initiative,

Kushwaha said, “The UN has de-
clared 2023 as the international year
of millet. These often-ignored gra-
ins are indeed good components for
meals and they have dietary bene-
fits. For their midday meals, we give
students Indian food such as lauki,
matar paneer and paratha. We deci-
ded to include millet in this.”

As part of the inauguration, the
school provided information on dif-
ferent millets, showing the protein,
calcium and other values included
inthe millet meal. “It is important to
know the calorific value of the food
items that we are consumingand we

wanted students to be aware of it,”
theprincipal added.

The school prepared the meal
plan with the help of an expert, who
happens to be a parent of a student.
Purnima Thakur is assistant direc-
tor at the Union ministry of women
and child development and has also
worked with Rajasthan government
with Delhi's ICDS programme.

“School came up with the idea
and I assisted in building the meal
programme,” said Thakur “We will
offer millet meals thrice a week to
cater to the child’s natural develop-
ment and digestibility even though
not everyone has a palate for millet.
The programme meets the daily re-
quirement of protein, calcium, mi-
nerals. The digestibility quotient is
abonus.”

-
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Oral hygiene most important for school-going children

Oral hygiene most
emportant for
selrml-gmng childz en

r Moon Chattaraj. a well-
known dentist and the
director of AM Medical

Centre proposes to start

“It is nﬂd-mq for the school-
going children to go for dental check
up once in & year. Most of the chal-
dren do not know the tech-
nigque of how to bhrush weeth It s
imparant to teach the parents the
proper style of brushing it s not so
important which brush you are using.
but the technigue should be perfect
We often fail 1o understand that all
dissases start with dental problem
and the aral hygens un order
is absolutely necessary.” said D
Chattora).

She has alresdy started taking up
the matter with the authonues of
some schools and in future not 1oo
distant when such camps would be
set up. "Eves and teeth care are
essential for the school-going chil-
dren,” she maintained.

D Chattoraj said, “Children take
junk food which does not provide

mtbm:ldrmwneddnnu]m
geons, said, “In the West, before any
major surgery, the dental health is
examined. Unfortunately it is not
done here.” she regretted.

In case of major road M
where the jaw and mouth are badly
affected. the dentists vislt the trauma
care centres and the original symme-
try of teeth is brought back by
inatalling artificial crown. “"We pro-
duce crown in our chamber and after
proper scanning they are installed,”
she sand

Cosmetic dentistry is now the in
thing and actors, important people
who go fior regular parties, politicians,
painters etc are going for cosmetic
dentisiry where the fon-symmetric
pair of teeth is :t:}umted and Th;
helps 1o improve personalirty
thie individual

lack of symmetry of teeth. | got indor-
mation of Dr Moon and believe me
now oy inferornity complex is over and
1 can smile with confidence.”

The Greek philosophers used 1o
say "Face is the mirror of the mind™

Dlﬂﬂuoﬂjspm&m is paint-
ing and she has put up many of her
painrings in her chamber. “We go for
painless dental surgery and those
who come in the clinic, return with a
smiling face.” said the doctor with

confidence
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DoE identifies 4lakh students in govt schools to fix nutrition

gap

DokE identifies 4 lakh students in
oovt schools to fix nutrition gap

Shradha.Chettri
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Directorate of
Education (ToE) has identifi-
ed over 4 lakh students from
different Delhi government
schools who are below the
WHO-certified level of nutri-
tion. To address this gap. the
department has collaborated
and signed a memorandum of
understanding (Moll) with
Ladli Foundation Trust that
will help it with various inter-
ventions like mid-snack bre-
aks. maintenance of health re-
cords and parent counselling.
The MOU was signed in
thepresenceof DOE director
Himanshu Gupta. The NGO
will help the schools imple-
ment the intervention by
providing over 100 interns.
The pladiorm for social in-
ternship created by the foun-
dation will be extended to wil-
ling students of class XI study-
ing in the schools of DoE. The
student inmerns will be provi
ded with suitable I cards
upon commencement of the
sorial internship and a certifi-
ezt will e awarded tothem.
Im Deerssmiber last yesr, the
IE announced that it had
eonrducted 3 study on the he-
ight, weight and body mass in-
rloge of students, “The findings
weere analyssd using WHO
Arnthredlus software A total of
4 1 ey sturdents were jdentifi
vl im0 thies read e a5 Suspected
capnres o pralncsarishimetnt,” 6

HEALTH COMES FIRST

4,08,033
students in

These students
are in red zone of
survey conducted in

November 2022
The findings were . —
analysed using WHO % B "
mmi =t A s
which measured R U gl — T —
»Anthropometric proportions DoE has signed an Mol with Laadli Foundation
»Individual assessment | »it will work with 100 analysed based on the needs
»Nutritional survey i inten'ﬁtemﬂtfl help fulfil the ::ﬂdhmw “;-:ﬁ mﬂmmm
wants to tackle in on I ren
mmmﬂlm “i »Class X1 students studying > Quarterly progress report
Sk e eckup | Torwardand enrolasintemns  stakeholders, including Deihi
il P 1' »Data collected will be government and partners
idasenior departmentofficial.  ting three choices perday ring feedback from children,
Interventions such as pa- “The collaboration with parentsandschool staff
rental counselling sessions, Ladli Foundation isa stepping They willalsoanalyse the

minisnack breaks, maintai-
ning a record of the height and
weight of students with low
BMI records, and introducing
alternative dishes with high
nutritive values in midday me-
als are facilitated in all govern-
mient schoolsof Dok,

Sehools were asked to mo-
dify thetime-tableto include 10
minutes of break within 25
histars befire thee lunch break.
Theeree could bee o weekly plan
mier o hasalthe snacks indica

stone towards integrated he-
alth education. It will open the
door to exploring avenues to
support sustainable measures
to overcome malnutrition,”
added the official.

The foundation will also
regularly collect dataon the ef-
foctiveness of the inferven-
tiomn, including monitoring the
nutritional status of partici-
pating children, tracking the
ke amdd vitilisation of mut
ritional support, and gathe

¥

data collected and use it to in-
form adjustments to the in-
tervention as needed
Thedepartment hopes that
with this intervention it will
facilitate proper physical and
cognitive growth of school-
aged children, strengthen at
tention span, physical activin
comprehension and growth of
students regquiring nutritive
cave, and reduce absentesism

|
|

of students in school owing to |

poor health conditions,
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% CHILD PSYCHOLOGY
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Behind bars, but no curbs on findlng good education

Behind bars, but no curbs
on finding good education

Ay S MR Q. Coam

New Delhi: From moderni
=ing libraries w0 creating
exclusive study wands to o
ping in specialised teachers
this i= how the Delhi Prisons
Nepartment plans to enhan-
ce the quality of education
in the jails as well as
vate inmates to enrol in
Terent classes
Data showed that, last ye-
ar. 480 inmates were enrolled
|_"l-r|. s courses and 687 in
5 activities in the pri-
%07 ""1{- focus is on increa-
s the number of inmates
imvalved in such initistives
| As many as 135 inmates have
] -;n% Classes X and XIT whi-
= about 326 have enrolled in
certificate courses, 14 in gra-
duation courses, and seven
and eight in masters and
postgraduste diploma cour-
set respect ively
Recently the prison aut-
horities launched the con-
=pt of “books on wheels”,
which allowed the inmates to
get study material in thelr
| prison barracks so that they
| didn't have to visit the libra-
v “The inmates will get bo-
1 fiction, bicgraphies,
ral knowledge and other
in four languages:
Hindi, Urdu and
P an official said.
I'ne initiative has been star
n Jail Number 4 and as
a% 3.5 ks are part
e LRyt
Tl Numbeer 4 has exclu
e study wards, titled “ Pad
k" and " Padhso®. The offi-
cer salbd “We first identify
the inmates who wanl W
tuldy and, then, they are gi
W s e peer education. The
Finmiates el ivate ol heers
Frahn Vs classies 1o, ™ T'hers
are plans W slart  more
Ty wands
The prison sdministra
Fivarn Bizvs gl i s o) e
w2pi Fpesf Cuarrently 577 in
prabis im el ifberent g s of
Fhs ey aree besings impeartesd

PRISON STORY

Class X S 30
Class i 19

AM OFFICER SAYS

We first identify the
inmates who want to

”~

primary level education. As
many as 366 inmates are
pursuing secondary  level
education. They are being
assisted by 32 Delhi govern
meni teachers and there are
plans to bring more teachers
iy Ipinail.

Closes to T inmates are
making use of recrestional
i in the jails. Sixteen
speirts teachers from Delhi
e ninent schools are pro
viding them iraining in volle

yball, badminton, cricket, fo-
otball, chess and table tennis.
“The jails have computer tra
ining centres, which cur-
rently have 428 inmates enro- |
led. Hardware and software

training is being provided 1o
them by 25 skilled teachers
from the Delhi government,”
the officer said

Director general (Tihar
Sanjay Baniwal said priso
e engagement in educa
thon might  help  educe
security risk in prisons by re
lieving monotony amd rexdu
cing repeat offences by pro
moting  critical  thinking |
skills. These activities are
ot only helpful in impar ting
education o the prisoners.
but hove also proved to be an
I portan il for stress ma
nagement. “Educational ge
Hvities keep them oceupled
ani 30 help reduce stress e |
vels,™ e sanial.
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% AICTE

AICTE set to ease norms to boost admissions in core engg
courses

AICTE set to ease norms to boost
admissions in core engg courses

Fareeh-l Iftikhar

Ird ersi@hindustantimes com

MEW DELHIE: To boost admissions
in core engineering courses,
including civil, mechanical and
elactronics, the All India Council
of Technical Education (AICTE)
will now allow students pursu-
ing these programmes flexibility
to also pursue a minor degree in
any emerging area, council
chairperson TG Sitharam said.
“India cannot become the
viswa guru, or a global leader in
technology without core engi-
neering courses. Therefore, we
have come up with some
schemes this time,” he said on
Friday during a virtual interac-
tion with stakeholders before
fnalizing the approval process
for the 2023-24 academic session.
"W want to provide greater
flexibility vo students by throw-
g open all minor Courses for all
engineering disciplines 50 1.|“.il
Vil enginees 5t b

AICTE WILLNOW
ALLOW STUDENTS
PURSUING THESE
COURSES THE
FLEXIBILITY TO
PURSUE A MINOR
DEGREE IN ANY
EMERGING AREA

minor in information and tech-
nology and become job ready,”
Sitharam said. “Otherwise, what
is happening today, even includ-
ing in [ITs, all these people are
trying in the industry for the
emerging areas. Instead of that,
we thought they can earn 18 to
20 credits by pursuing a minor
degree in emerging areas while
pursuing their programme.”
The minor degree concept
was introduced by the regulator
of technical education in 2020-21
o miake students ready to work
e industry, However, not all

minor courses are open for core
engineering students. The new
rules will be reflected in the
AICTE's approval process hand-
book that is likely to be released
by the end of this menth,

There have been concerns that
popularity of core engineering
courses have been decreasing in
the past few years. The AICTE in
the past had asked all affiliated
engineering colleges to promote
these courses by interacting with
industry experts, introducing
compulsory internships, and pro-
viding hands-on experience,

The council will also have
hold discussions with industry
experts regarding the changes,
the AICTE chairperson said.

“Every year, the percentage of

admissions in core engineering |

branches were going down. But

last year, the graph moved |

upward. We will soon put the
data in the public domain,”
AICTE member secretary Rajive
Kumar said,

| "'ASK DEPUTY CM":

' NITISH ON BIHAR

CABINET REJIG

PATMA: Ask deputy chief minis-
ter, Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar said on Saturday when
asked about the possibility of a |
cabinet expansion, adding that
allies Congress and Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) have been
asked finalise the names.

“You people ask this question
to the deputy CM,” Kumar told
reporters when asked about cabi-
net expansion and the Congress's
demand for two more berths in
the council of ministers. “ A dele-

|

T —

5. BaEan

gation of Congress leaders .

recentty met me in this regard, [

told them to meet the deputy CM
in this connection. Let them final-
ise it among themselves. What- -

ever they decide will be consid-

| ered,” Kumar said.

Taking a swipe at the grand
alliance. BJP spokesperson
Nikhil Anand said: “JD (17 rebel
Upendra Kushwaha feared that
the JD({U) will merge with the
RJD under ‘secret deal’ and lose
its identity. Now it's becoming a
reality.” HTC
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AICTE launches curriculum designed for B.tech electronics
VLSI design and technology
' AICTElaunches curriculumdesigned for

B.Tech Electronics VLSI Designand Technology

.
EERRLARY

STITESH-F&H NEWS SERVICE
In a hid to provide variety of
employment roles featuring
higher salary incentives for
Indian students in the coun-
try and across the globe, the
All India Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE) has
launched a curriculum
designed for B Tech Elec-
tronics VLS] Design and Tech-
nology and Diploma in 1C
Manufacturing vesterday.
Notably, Very Large-scale
Integration (VLSI) is the
process of creating an inte-
grated circuit {IC) by com-
bining many metal oxide sil-
Icontransistors onto asingle
chipand VISI sector isa high

Usual starting salaries
for a fresher role in VLSI
Company vary from T 10
lakhs per annum ~ 20
lakhs per annum
depending upon the
company with an aver-
age annual salary of Rs

14 lakhs per annum |

paving industry and immune
to automation.

Usual starting salaries for
a fresher role in VLSI Com-
pany vary from Rs 10 lakhs per
annum - 20 lakhs per annum
depending upon the company
with an average annual salary
of Rs 14 lakhs per annum.
Average annual salary in
Multinational companies for

beginners is 30 - 80 LPA.
According to a commu-
nication from the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, the Cen-
tre's Semicon India pro-
gramme (with a total outlay
of 76,000 crore) is aimed at
the development of semi-
conductor and display man-

" ufacturing ecosystem in India.

The programme provides
financial support to compa-
nies investing in semicon-
ductors, display manufac-
turing and design ecosys-
tem. In line with the Semicon
India programme, the Chips
to Startup (C25) programme
aims to train 85,000 engi-
neers (Bachelors, Masters
and Research level combined)
qualified in ESDM disciplines

over a period of 5 years. Nec-
essary tie-ups with 82 tech-
nical education institutes
have been made. [IT Hyder-
abad had launched B. Tech
(Electronics Engineering)
specialisation in [C Design and
Technology last year.

AICTE, the starutory body
for technical educarion has
launched the curriculum
designed for (i) B.Tech Elec-
tronics Engineering (VLSI
Design & Technology) and (ii)
Diploma in IC manufactur-
ing.

The courses shall be
uploaded on AICTE portal. Any
number of AICTE affiliated col-
leges, universities, technical
instifutions may opt to offer |
these COUrses, L 1

Ly |
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¢ EDUCATION BUDGET
Learning moves away from books

DT

Hew Delbal: Witk educarion heving
always provided the heft 10 Aam
Andmi Party's gowernance in Delhd
the seerar yel again cornered the
Edpgest slice of the budgel cake witk
Rsl6576 crore, ar 21% of the toialal
Iocatiome  for 22534 The new
thrust, according 10 minister Kai-
lask Gahlot who halds the finance
portfolic will b the establishmens
of 12 Schoals of Applied Lesrning
that will ring schosls und industry
on & enllaborative partership for
theflrst vime in e counirs
Ins his budpel speech on Wednes-
deg GCahlot smid, ~“The Schools of
Applied Lamrning will not anly Rive

tradiizonal subjects bui also a profes-
siomal imdusirial setup o provide
sdlegiiate exposine io the stodends i
develop thear skills Thess schools
will be affitinted 1o Dedhi Board of
Schon] Bduearion, High-gaality skill
st w L el Tee coin pRalsorily in-
troduced in these schools from Class
I3 Every child will study three siill
Aubjects apch inclasses I and X and
areench in Xland XIL Theaimof this
apprsch s that alongside radiths-
nil sulrpcts, every child will be alile
ur Jesarn skills that will prepars hims
her for modarn ara jobs.”

The povertument absn plans 1o in-
cresse the namber of Schoolsof Spe-
cialissd Excs|bemos { 305E ) io 57 [Fam
The B2 currenidy hawing started with

GARLOT SAYS

il

20 in #@EL. Thess provide specialisa-
than in STEM, Zlst-nentary skills, hu.
manities, performancs and visual
arts, and armed forces preparatory
enlrses. A beaming Gahlol annoa-
redd, = A happy to share that of the
676 children in the first batch of

STEM, %5 students appesred for JEE.
Maing, ared neasky 5%, 14 of them,
Huaallfisd for JEE Advarced.

He sald French, German. Jaga-
Frese and Spanisn wers being taught
2%.a pikot project s 505K and based
ot the owissme, the povernment wo-
ubd eonsider rofling ou foceign
langange courses in all schooks iy
e S ing years.

While this vear the budget made
ey mention of or allocaton for higher
b
distriet sdursiion offcers. In 308, all

\eachers hod been ghven Ba 15000 10
rurchass tablets. Thoss tablets bod be-

o ok 50 e governament was revi-

Learning Moves Away From Books

Education Corners A Fifth Of Budget With Focus On Enhancing Skills, Specialised Subjects

ving thescheme, (e minlster s’ fe
alsn annourissd that 350 schoals =
Wkl esech gt 20 new COMmIera.

With AAP now at the helm in te
Delhi Municipal Corporation. Geh
kot gaid Delhi governoent schoog
would work with the feeder (munid
pal) sehools and anganwadis (0 g
welop foundational sikills of al
children, ns mandated under the Ne
tional Education Policy, Recalling
(e schemes anmounced n e sLs
budged of 2022, Gahlot said 56 st
ﬂ_?l'll.'b from the firet bateh of Class
i students who undertoak the Eni-
repreneurship Mindset Currice
lum ot direct admissions inio
deTRTAdUALE courses like BEA and

BTech in seven state universitied.

Education, health to get highest allocation in budget:
officials

Education, health to get highest
allocation in Budget: Officials

STAFF n_tmm E NEW DELHI

ducanon and health sector

will get the highest allo
catiom in the annual budger of
Arvind Kejiriwal
viemnment for the 2023-24
frmancial vear, officials said on
sundav._in the 2022-23 Delhi
Budget. the education sector
received the highest allocation
of Rs 162TE crore. a slight
decline from the previous fis-

cal budgetary outlay of Rs
186,377 crore
The health was allocated

Rs 9.76% crore in the 2022-23
budpet while ¥ was Rs 9,934
crore in the previous budget
According 1o goveErnment
officials. new tablets will be
provided o all teachers
mmcluding regular, guest df'lld
contractual, wvice principals
&nd principals of Delhi gov
ernment sChools
“Dr Ambedikar Schools
Specialized Excellence
1So%E ) starved with 200 inati
tutes im 2021. This will

i

LF R

b

increased o 37 in the coming
fimancial year with a capaci-
ty of about 10,000 children,”
said an official.

The offickal
Buver nmenl s huoosls willl work

sabd Dielhi
closely with their feeder
5‘.‘!'.‘“ k] m lhf Mu!l!l.ll!.a‘
Corporation of Delhi 1o
improve the foundational
skalls of chuldren,

About ramping up health

facilities, free diagnostic Lests
at Mohalla Clinics will
increase from 250 to ASD
tests, There are plans to mas
sively increase the number ot
beds in Delhi governmen:t
hu:plla\: from 14 200 1o
AW, 000, the official sawd
adding “"Construction ol nine
mnew Delhi government hos
pitals is underway while tour
will be Inaugurated newl year”

"Expansion of |3 eMISting
hospitals. including Chacha
f\:.r:-.ru_. Bal Chikitsalava. will
alao be taken up in muission
meede.” he said

With a boost in
cnuc, [he gover
g=t outlay for 202
close o Rs S0
“the biggest™ allocar
capital expenditure wouwld He
lor

M) Croe -

IRITASTIUSTUre Prdied

on [Thussda
RO eTmen:
budget size for 2022-23 w
Bs 75800 crore and Rs o9 60
crore in the PREVhoaIs «eur
Thas corme - MARET W
[+ 5] presented on Nlarch 21 o
Finance Min Bailash
Gahlot amd & will b preced
ed bv amn Vuicome B
the guwernment
Gahlot was given cnargs
the DBance JePaltnment
after the resignaton of Jepurs

Digil

=leT

ik AL

asl

chiset mManister Mianosd Sisoudia

who was arrested by the CBL
I cuiimes L welh Ui Pelh
eacisg Policy scam cass
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% Education in Mother Tongue
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Using mother tongue is fundamental to learning

.i.-n- il pl- AP o

¥

Using mother tongue is

- - -
" w T
fundamental to learning
mdis i & miultilingual Ceuniry wigh many
£ | Hierent reghons
Fuages in the elghih
rctmedule of the Constitution and 9= lar-
prepes Spokens by meore than B0 speakers
mmany ctiet las@unges and mother 10ngees ane
sperkes i smaller Logusslic commmunites. 131
am Eherent Gualiny of the Indian socihl svsem
ihmd wie wie wnd enjoy meltipic lon

a key componenl ol eur edhecation system
Wi cnpluisise the importance of eneorg-
g et hor Benges in the curmicwhem and Ehe
classream. Thae Lo a bong period af caloniss-
giom, we neglected [ndian languages and their
rich languislic Waditons, We must decobonise
e mvimeks, et vl ol sur servile artoede and®
create a paih 1o greser helghns. NEF 2020

Thew keep us wogether. All our diver-
milsis e visible only from the our-
mnle, but am realily . we are one, We

This yeas's Inlernational Mochsr = ¥

celelrate this diversity in Lty

s the: unmerslisation of carty child-
b care, edhicatkon, and learning
im all Inglian bngusge.

Minghier bon e is he bruc velscle
of i which i fursd

E ral o ounr dden bikes amd an

o e s -
Lamnguage Day. celebrated on Febou- . ble part of our persemalithes. I muos
ary 1. locused on multilingual edu-  Oharmendra  never be lost, as i carries the rich
culadl - @ DECESSITY Lo Eransform Pradhan culmaral fabric of our existence, The

education. 1n line with Unesoo's pol
iew, we will promote the ase of
meher woisguss, wheth will enbance

cducation ar all levels and develop Fuller

i e of oul Countey's rich Bngaistic, cul-
rusal and knewledie waditions,

We support and facilisare children™s righs o
educatson in their mother tongue, as Prime
Kinister Narendra Modi emphasised. * Afuer
the Mational Education Policy came, there has
bzt muects diecuss om on vkt e lansguage of
anatruction will be. Here we e bo under-
wtandd ao scwentf fuct. thet nguagy is the
medium of sducaiion, nst entire sducation
pisell, People caughs m too much bookish
kmowlsdge nfen fail o grasp this distineorion
Whatever languags the child can kearn easily
mhaou b be the medium of Insrectsan,” e aaid
a1 a Shiksha Fare mesting

The Mational Educatkon Polkcy (NEP) 2000
pramoses mualtilinguali=m and highlights the
porwer of language in teaching and learning. Iu
cam accelerate efforts in ensuring lifelong
euitable sducxiion for the inclusion of using
thar moabeer tongue because multilingual edis
catiom based om the maorher congees should be

potential of myltdlingualism to
rransform education from a Ifelong
leaming perspective and In different
conexts is well estabdished. Noa being able 1o
use oF aooess knowlbedge and informacicn in
one's mother ongue can lmit the develop-
mient of o child's persanaliy and intellectual
Eresefions. Therefane, wi should el par-
eikls. chregivers, ard Deicliers b s pport their
cheildren’s learnmg i thesr mother ongue =0
Lhat il = dl‘h‘l'lllﬂ"'{?ﬂllﬂluﬂll’l' cdbr languages
they learn in sehoul. This will belp learmers
diverlup acudemie lneracy i their language
and enabile better comprehension of concepis
and the barning of siher lnguages.
India‘s mulriHRgEsl character necessitanes
inchpding several languages in schood ourmi
lums Seudies reveal inclsding several knguaa
ges In the schood currlcualum is nat an addi
il load. ard that primary keaming throaagh
ke mcabeer momgee best devebaps o child's cog
nitive abilicies. und § CpuEsiEDn
al bassc Hiveracy skills dersnnding
al compler concep In ouher rifs. children
whis recelve prim
ongue build o ke

a5

exrning smulher Indinn lunguage is cosier for children since all of them beion g i one Guily

[}
callpd the Bharatiya Bhasha Pariwvar

tham those whan recefve educstion in their soc
ond language. Using cnby ane partscular ki
guage as the medium af instrusium oo
many children iliterate in their mother
tongee and fosters low achiovemenit levela.
Lampuage is o signiflcant Beomr hehind school
drapouis and stagnation in cducatian
Accopiag Che comples Iingul sic lamd s pe
of our comanbry, we will implement mother-
tongue-based mulilingual cducarion. fecusing
on proficiensy inthc Classrosm languxge and
that of learners, and a kigh leve] of skill in
peaching . Childres wdll be exposed vo difberent
languages wilh n paiticular cinphasis o the

1
s ol Uhe people,
i ik

wicw, il b
aned wAnkes

HT ARrE

those In school subjects. will be made avaria-
ble in mother wngwes. and all efforss will be
made 1o ensure thar mother-rongue medusm
educatkon becomes aspirational
Learning another Indian language for chil-
dien i casser since all of them bebong ra one
family called the Bharaciya Bhasha Fariwar
Lemmang <lassical languages will provide
ax B rich repesitonics of literature and
I 1 knw ledige svstems. Learning through
the Indian aguage mediam will wor
p wclizcation mare footed in Bhar

[l s B
mane India

any » i
o ugh the mrorhe
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A book with student's works will celebrate Mother

L_gl_!guage day

Shradha Chettri
Etimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Several government and
aided schools in the city have come to-

-":'J-. 1." ernational Mother Language
e celebrated on Tuesdav (Fe-

AST
(WEP) 2020, the Directorate of Education
Dok ) has asked schools to teach junior
s various regional languages
slay-way method. The project’s
gim 110 help children pick up commonly
SpuKen phnrases and sentences as well as
lERrn Bbout the peographicsl areas whe-
re'tne languages are spokern.
“This artivity project will give stu-
about the unity of India
re afwaus the culty

hers of relevant

BHE LIET W

bt § i L) a vital

DOE CIRCULAR 5AYS

This activity project will give
students an idea about the

unity of India and make them
aware about the cultural
heritage

and crucial role,” states the DoE circu-
lar sent to schools.

Several education policies in the
past have stressed that learning in the
mother tongue during the formative ve-
ars not only helps in cognitive develop-
ment, but also conceptual understan-
ding and learning more languages.

NEP 2020 has a dedieated section for

this, titled ‘Multilingualism and the Po-
wier of Languapge”.

Sudha Acharya, chairperson of Na-
thional Progressive Schools” Conferen

i, g oennsortiom ol private schools in

S

A book with students’ works will |
celebrate Mother Language Day

the city, said the book is a compilation
of poems written by teachers

“The book has been sent for proces
sing. The poems arenot just confined o
the 22 scheduled languages inthe Cons
titution. It also has poems from states
like Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and

cipal of ITL Public School in Dwarka

others,” said Acharva, who is the prin

Theschool, added Acharva, will also
hold a language festival called ‘Bhasha
Sangam’, which will be celebrated
for a week.

Meanwhile, at Ahleon Schools, tea-
chers have been trained 1o act as facili
tators for students whose lan
(L) and language 2 (L) iz differont
“Children whose mother tongue isdiffe-
rent ave facilitated to slowly tra
and learn other langnages in oL
ols. In Delhi, mostly English and Hindi |
arensed, 20 itis not much of achalle [lafe
in comparison to other siames.” said
schooldivector Ashok Pamndes

1E1T10n

o
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¢ EDUCATIONAL SURVEY & REPORT
Classroom skew

- CLASSROOM SKEW

AISHE report shows that pandemic threatens to undo gender
parity gains in higher education. Policymakers must take note |

HE COVID-19 PANDEMIC seems to have made the road to gender equality |
rockier than before. Reports have documented that the economic blow of the
pubilic health emergency has fallen disproportionately hard on women — men
had more job security, and could negotiate higher wages, compared to women
during the crisis years. Now the All India Survey of Higher Education (AISHE) for 2020-21
has revealed that crucial gains made in closing the gender gap in undergraduate pro-
grammes suffered a setback during the pandemic. In classrooms where men were already
in majority — computer science, business administration, pharmacy, technology and law
courses, for instance — the number of women has gone down further. And in fields of study
where the gender gap had. by and large, been plugged — medicine and commerce — the
reverses are significant. The gender ratio in the B.Com course is down to 2016 levels.
Cultural notions about careers appropriate for women have traditionally held back
their mobility. However, the spurt in aspirations in recent years exercised a steady influ-
ence on the gender composition of classrooms. In 2014, for instance, for every 100 male stu-
dents enmolled inundergraduate commerce programmes, there were 90 female students.
This gap was plugged in 2019. In MBBS and B.Sc programmes, the skew was addressed a
year earlier. The Covid-related setback to gender equality in college and university class-
rooms is in contrast to developments in school education. The ASER report, released two
weeks ago, shows that exigencies of the pandemic have not diminished parents’ keen-
ness to get their daughters enrolled in schools. However, in a society where women's ed-
ucation still does not receive adequate importance and the burden of caring for the fam-
ily falls disproportionately on them, the effect of the crisis on higher education is telling.
In the wake of the pandemic, the government was quick to respond to several welfare
and equity-related issues. Relief packages under PM]DY and Pradhan Mantr Ganb Kalyan
Rozgar Abhiyaan — ASHA workers were brought under this package — were announced
within days of the lockdown. The SVANIDHI scheme was launched for street vendors, a
large percentage of whom are women. But the skew in classrooms threatens grim impli-
cations for women’s empowerment, which, in turn, could have a bearing on the nutrition,
health and education of future generations. The Centre, state governments and educational
institutions must find ways to enable women to return to institutions of higher educa-
tion. In the short term, this could mean increasing the outlay for scholarships and creat-
mg more dorms and hostels. In the long run, this should mean catalysing processes of
social change that enable half of the country's population to attain its aspirations. -



Post-Covid education

TPost-Covid education

The pardermic o tagit skills of FexibBity, adaptabiftty and empatiry to Face any evertuarty.
These are invaluable skills. Giving our students more opportunities to practice and develop
these skills it one way of preparing them for [fe beyond the classroom. Teaching them

to empathize with others can make the post Cowid-19 situation more bearable
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% ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Starting young: 106 schools certified green for best
practices, 13 of them from Delhi

Starting young: 106 schools certified green

for best practices, 13 of them from Delhi

Shradha. Chettri
ETimesgroun.com

"\en Delhi: Buy, J_.bfm‘:(""" Ve

laboratories, instal-
raltves and spill-proof

packaped food are some of the
_pa-s practices ad opted by scho-
their bid m go green. On
T v:’..a:, 106 such schools from
55 Th COLINTTY Were war

iromrment and
i them have adop-
ted bk piret-frlendly
seps like building composting
pits, rainwater harvesting and
3 Al r energy

'r tie @] Crreen Schaool
Programme award, Himachal
Pradesn recss]vesd the best gtate
gward. Onat the 70 schools that
sk pirt bn the greenaadit, 114
were frum HP Sharing the sta
'S Cnfept of Waste Cafe &

ROAD TO A GREEN SCHOOL -

AR, Students | Forlkg | Schoals Bottles
T encouraged | of waste, |  declde If used by
Initiative started to bringin | students | they wantto | government
by the state plasticand | paid Rs | pay incash | for bitumen
government waste botthes ™ or kind
Tokm of
roads
W R e
- g O i re
¥ |
. : l] 1 { N
| 1Y AA A an an
Other Electric Mo use of | Wertical Kitchen | Complete | AC-rejected
schools vehicles | petrol and | garden and bamon | water used in
%  purchased | diesel on | in each herbal | packaged | laboratories
M:. inschools | campus | classroom | LEDs | gardens | food
sehie] ar |u.1h¢.- canteen. For  and they Lake careof it sustainable policy for the past

one kg of plastic waste, we ey
Fs 75 0r theequivalen docided
by schools. The waste is used
fior mak g bitwmen ard Tkm
off Fricad humss alredy Been Built
uslng it.™ A HP gover et
seeheeal  in Chambsn  assigEns
thipess plants B i Ii stuadend,

Tgeleanesnating

From Delhi, 24 schools bo-
ok part and 13 of them recel
vied the green tag, Kast Polnt
School, Vasundhara Enclove
and Sawhdevi Global School,
Iiwiirkan wisin s avsiand o i
Prbidon e Tk e Ling anul
s il

five yoars. East Polnt School
uaes no petrol and diesel, s
ligghting is Wes LEL, and it do
B W RS PR UeE L 10y Al Sree
aned oavsite paper recyeling
EAr-

“We nlso hove vertica
s Dot classroon
AvherseEcsrnge s o

| Almost all the
l schools have adopted =

basic eco-friendly

plastic and (0 become green
warriors,” said a smdent
Sachdeva Global 3chool has
totally banmed plastic. Tts 35%
areq 18 green and v Nasa
kitrchen and herbal gau 1

A #chool in National Capl
tal Regicon. Cambridge School
at Indirapuram, recycles the
waste witerof ACsand uses it
in laboratories. Shiv Madar
School at Nolda grows its own
vegetables, and has banned
packaged and synchetic food.

Many participant schools
uge sustainable and mon-pol-
luting modes of transport.
with some even having elec
tric vehicles. MM Public Scho
1| in m-u-u 13 developed a s
rwith solar pa
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¢ EXPERIMENTAL LEARNING
The joy of experiential learning

: experiential
- learning
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¢ GIRL EDUCATION
In Assam, Beti padhao
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In Assam, Beti Padhao

The state government should use education and a mass campaign,
rather than coercive criminal law, to deal with problem of child marriages
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% HIGHER EDUCATION

PhD degrees of pvt varsities under lens

Gaurav Bisht

erters@ hingustantimes com

SHIMLA: Dioctorates awarded by
16 private universities in Hima-
chal Pradesh are being investi-
geted for irregularites by the
state’s private education regula-
tor, officials said on Saturday.
The Himachal Pradesh Pri-
vate Educational Institutions
Regulatory  Commission
(HPPERC) has confiscated the
records of all PhD degrees
awarded by these private uni-
versities since 2009 after com-
plaints surfaced of awarding the
doctorates without following
guidelines set by the University
Grants Commission, India's
higher education regulator.
“An inquiry committee has
inspected the universities. Now
the documents are being scruti-
nized,” HPPERC chairman Atul
Faughik said. “The violation of
rules will not be tolerated, and jf
any university is found flouting

THE HIMACHAL
COMMISSION HAS
CONFISCATED
RECORDS OF ALL
PHD DEGREES
AWARDED BY
THESE PRIVATE
UNIVERSITIES
SINCE 2009

the norms. strict action shall be
taken,”

The development comes after
some private universities in
Rajasthan were accused of
awarding degrees in violation of
Norms.

In Haryana, cases of Rajast-
han-based universities award-
ing PhD degree fraudulently
had also come to light last year.

Some  universities were
reportedly not adhering o the
time period fix for awarding the

PhD degrees of pvt varsities under lens |

doctorates, which typically stip-
ulates a minimum period of
three years that can stretch to six
VEars,

Necessary formalities were
also not being completed and
PhD degrees were being
awarded in seven to eight years,
according to complaints
received by the state’s watchdog,

“There have been complaints
where the PhD scholars had to
change the Phd guide three to
five times during the course,
while in some of the cases PhD
degrees were awarded to the
students who couldn't even
complete them in the stipulated
period,” Kaushik said.

The commission has consti-
tuted a three-member panel
comprising senior faculty,
which will look into the viola-
tions. “We are doing all this to
maintain the standard of educa-
tion,” said Kaushik

There are 17 private universi-
ties in Himachal Pradesh.

besides three government uni-
versities.

Earlier in 2022, a special
investigating team comprising '
officials from the Income Tax
department, Enforcement
Directorate, Himachal police
and Crime Investigation Depart-
ment unearthed evidence in an
education scam of Solan-based
private university, Manav
Bharti University, which alleg-
edly sold more than 45,000 fake
degrees.

“The probe had revealed that
each degree related to technical
subjects was sold to students
within and outside Himachal
Pradesh for ¥ lakh to ¥3 lakh,”
Kaushik said.

READ: MBL's
diploma course
studmti stare at uncertain future
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20z varsities to set up campuses in Guj: Govt
#IN GIFT CITY } EDUCATION SECTOR BOOST *t

2 Oz varsities to set up
campuses in Guj: Govt

event at Sri Venkateswara Col-

- want w partner with Australia

At least 25 i;:restlgious Indian

tant partner of India during its

HT Correspondent WOLLONGONG Adam Gilchrist, the global bry
- ambassador of Wollongong I
leczers@nindustantimes com UNIVERSITY AND versity, will help in setting ups
NEW DELHI: Two Australianuni- DEAKIN VARSITY varsity campus in India.
versities will soon set up cam- WILL SIGN A DEAL He said that Australia a
puses at Gujarat International India on Thursday will signz
Finance Tec-City (GIFT city), DURING AUS PM agreement to come up with
Union education minister Dhar- AL BANESE'’S VISIT mechanism for mutual recog
mendra Pradhan said on TO NEW DELHI tion of qualifications that wi
Wednesday, adding that the allow students to access edua
development will add a “glorious NEXT WEEK tion in both countries.
chapter” in the bilateral rela- “It means that an Indian sa
tions of the two countries. dent can be sure that the dege
The two varsities - Wollon-  Australian Prime Minister’svisit  that they obtain from an Aust
gong University and Deakin Uni-  to India next week, he added. lian university will be recognise
versity - will sign an agreement GIFT City is an emerging if they want to continue furth
to this regard during Australian  global financial and IT services education here in India. .~ Cl& |
Prime Minister Anthony Alba- hub, a first-of-its-kind in India, said.
nese's maiden visit to India next  designed to be on or above par “This is just the start. Itis pa
week, he added. with globally benchmarked bus-  of a two-step process. First, thes
Pradhan was addressing an  ness districts is a mechanism to recogn¥

qualification degrees. The

lege in the national capital when  universities have some kind of ond is to work together with pr?
he made the announcement. He  engagement with their counter-  fessions on mutual recognity
was accompanied by Australian  parts in Australia, Pradhan said, agreements so that Australi¥
education minister Jason Clare,  adding, “next week, another glo-  and Indian graduates will P
who is on a five-day educational  rious chapter will be added to  able to i
visit to India. our journey as two prestigious  either - .
“Two J'Lust_ral_ian universities  Australian l{fﬂvemﬂum com- mc:unmwtmh;ﬁ:; ab
will be | campusesin  ing to India. said that 10 new memorandu®
the GIFT City in Gujarat. We “Australia will be an impor-  of (MoUs) will

signed for educational tie-vf

| with accessibility, affordability journey of becoming a developed  pext

| and quality of education for country by 2047, the minister I..a‘l:rﬁnl:. me |
| 4 the day, the twom¥ |
| youngsters,” Pradhan said. said. Isters visited and interacted W# |
| ITh:i-funﬁim will be com- Clare, w al?olddremddle students at Kendriya Vidyala®
}E:ﬂ _ on _s-idtl I_m:s of the _ia ormer cricketer  No-2 in Delhj Cantonment.



Growth of Indian languages receives budgetary impetus

Growth of Indian languages
receives budgetary impetus

Fareeha Iftikhar
fareeha MTiKRa@hTMNpTal in
NEW DELHI In & push to pro-

ter Niramala Sitharaman in the
Union Budget 2023-24 set aside
T300.7 crore for natonal institu-
tions for the promotion of Indian
languages. The amount is an
increase of 20% from 2022-23,
and doubles the fund for the IKS
scheme.
The Narendra Modi govern-
[ ment has taken several steps to
promote regional languages in
educational instnutions, includ-
“ing the introduction of technical
and professional courses in
| these languages
According w the Budget docu-
ment, grants to insttutes {or
promotion of Indian languages
have increased to 3007 crore in
2023-34 from #250 crore in
2022-23 and nearly 70% more
than #176.5 crore in 2021-22
These institutions include
Central Sanskrit University, Ken-
driya Hindi Sansthan_ National
Council for Promotion of Urdu
Language, National Council for
Promotion of Sindhi Language,
Central Institute of Classical
Tamil, and National Initiative for

-

The Union Budget 2023-24 has set aside ¥300.7 crore for national

institutions for the promotion of Indian languages.

Quality Higher Education in
Indian 8,

For the Central Institute of
Indian Languages, Mysore,
which works for the promotion
of all Indian languages including
Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam
and Odia, the fund allocation has
increased to ¥53.61 crore In
HE3-24 from 34350 crore in the
revised estimate in 2022-23,

The allocation for the 1KS
scheme has also increased to
¥ erore from 20 crore |
estimate) in 2022-23, Under the
scheme, the elements of knowl-
edge from anclent India and its
contributions to modern India
are being incorporated in the
curriculum at both the school

HT ARCHIVE

and university levels.

In 2020, the government
established an IKS division as an
innovation cell at the All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) to promote interdisci-
plinary research on aspects of
indigenous knowledge.

University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) chairperson M Jaga-
desh Kumar sald the Budget allo-
cation has been done in line with
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 which lays emphasis
on imparting education in
Indian languages and promoting
the IKS among the youth.

"UGC has formed an apex
committee to work with Indian
authors to prepare textbooks at

undergraduate and postgraduate

levels in different Indian langua-

ges and disciplines. These books
will be available in digital format
and can be made accessible to
the students on the national digl-
tal Libm'_',r announced in the bud-
get” he said. “Besides. the bud-
get allocates ¥300 crore 1o some
institutes for promoting Indian
languages, which is 20% higher
than last year's allocation. [t will
further supplement our efforts
in promoting [ndian languages.”

Kumar said thar additional
allocation to [KS will also boost
the government s afforts of inte-
grating the ancient Indian
knowledge into our regular cur-
ricula. “For implementation of
IKS. resource materials are
required. and we need trained
teachers to teach the Indian
knowledge system,” he said.
“Recently, U'GC has issued guide-
lines for training teachers in IKS,
UGC will scale up its efforts in
the coming months.”

Besides, for the directorate of
Hindi, the allocation has
increased to 3T39.47 crore in
2023-24 from ¥36 crore in the
current tiscal. The directorate,
which has four regional centres,
works with the objective of prop-
agation and development of
Hindi as a link language,
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Cabinet approves setting up of 157 govt nursing colleges in

next 2 years

Cabinet approves setting up of 157
govt nursing colleges innext 2 years

Medical devices policy
approved, to help sector
grow to $50 bnin 5 years

e —— -

ANONMNADUTT

HEW D!ELHI AFRIL 2IE:

THE UMM cabinet Wednesday
approved the setting up of 157
nursing colleges at the same lo-
cations as medical colleges that
have besn established since 2004
— a move aimed at filling up
NUTSing vacancies and ironing

oust dispanities in distribution of

nursing colleges i the country.
The colleges will come up
over the mext two years wath the
Centre putting i Rs 1570 crore
[Rs 10 crore for each college ),
which states can add to. Finance
minister Mirmriala Sichararman had
announced the creation of the
e nursing colleges wihibe: kiy-
ing out the current year's budget.

With 100 seats per college,
the mowve will add 15.700 B5c
nursing seats across the country.
The highest number of colleges
will be in Uttar Pradesh (27),
Rajasthan [23), and Madhya
Pradesh [14)

]h:m[ au'é curmenthy 118 lakh
BS¢ pursing seats in the country.
said Union Health Mimster
Mansukh Mandaviya while an-
nouncing the cabinef deasion.

A committee headed by the
Union Health Secrecary at the
Centre and the Principal
Secretary of health or medical
education in the state will mon-
itor the progress in their cons=
struction, expected to be com-
pleted over the ned Do :.Hrs.

Mandaviya said: “Thereizan
mncrease in dermand for BSC Alrs-
ing with new medical colleges
and hospitals being set up by the
government. The private sector
is also setting up hespital chains
that foecus on medical value
tourism where there i a nesad for
ESc nurses. Apart from that,
there isalso a need for BSe nurs-
g across the world. The move
will fulfil the nursing needs of
the country and the word.”

The minister added that this
will also address the disparity in
availability of nurses across
states, Mandaviya sand: “Haics
like Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka. and Tamil Nadu in
e sotath hanve 405 of the coun-

s nursingcolleges at present.
m llrreﬁe 13 states that have
ey farsing colleges at al”

The rinister said Bihar has
anly two En-.q_-rnment MUFSINGE
colleges and ten privale ones.

Thie state will get eight new: murs-
ing colleges under the schemse,
“Similarly, Jharkhand has one
government and 20 private
nursing colleges. Now, the state
will get fivie more, Currenthy, UP
has 10 government nursing col-
leges, Ragasthan 11, and MP also
117 he said.

The distribution of the nurs-
ing colleges is based on the num-
Iber of pesw medical colleges that
have been opened in the state
since 2014, The Centre will pro-
viade Rs 10 crore for setting up of
each of the colleges. “and the
states can add to this”
Mandaniia said,

In addition to demand within
the country, the minister said
there is a global demand for
Indiannurses. Currenthy, thens ane
26,000 Indiasn nurses working in
the LIK, 20,000 in the Gulf coun-
tries, 16,000 in the LS, 12,000 in
Australia and 5.0000n Canada
_ With the governiment look-
Ing o promde India as a health-
care destination, discussions on
miobality of healthcare workers
ALTOES counimes was one of the
focus points ar the ongoing in-
ternational conference
Aatvantage Healtheare-India,

AR T AL

ANONNADUTT
MEW DELHI, APRIL 26

THE UMNIOM Cabinetr on
‘Wednesday approved the med-
ical device paliy to promote in-
dustryina“holistic manner” from
the current size of $11 billson to
£50 balliom over the nes five years

With the policy set to Eaailitate
anenabling ecosystem for manu-
facturing and innowvation, a
streambined regulatory frame-
ook andd skill building in line with
industry PeguiTements, it aims to
increase ' share in the global
miarket from the current 1.5% 1o
1% ower the mexn 25 years,

The policy also lans bocneate
asinglewandow approval process
lor medical devioe manufacturers.
- “Medical device manufactur-
N 15 a Sunmse secton, bub we im-
port around 5% af medical de-
vices.at present, The Department

i already wiork-
ingon research in the feld. the
Health Ministry on regulanons,
the Pharmaceutical Department
on developing medical technol-
and the Skill

ing meeded” Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said. He said setting up of four
medical device parks was ap-
proved last year in Himachal
Pradesh, Madihwa Pradesh, Taml
M ard Uttar Pradesh,

A production-linked incentive
was also announced for 26 med-
ical devaces, wath 19 already start-
ingg manubactunng, he said,

The scheme has committed
am imvestment of B 12206 crore, of
whichimestment of Bs 714 crone
T al ey been achisved. It aims
nincrease domestic mamulactur-
ing of high-end medical devices
such as MEL CT scan, mammo-
aram, C-Arm, and X ray tubes.
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University of melbourne to offer dual degree with 3 Indian
universities

“University

of Melbourne to offer

dual degree with 3 Indian univs

Pradhan, US secy talk to bolster edu ties

nion minister of education and skill development

Dharmendra Pradhan held discussions on Thursday with US
secretary of commerce, Gina Raimondo, on forging stronger
linkages between India and the US inthe skilling sector. The
deliberations centred on creating lifelong learning opportunities
of alarge scale and deepening collaborationsin 3S — skilling,
startups and SMEs. Both the leaders agreed to strengthen
institutional mechanisms for making the Indian skill ecosystem.
“Skills and competencies have become more important than
degrees in today’s times. The ministerinformed that both
discussed ways to create lifelong learning opportunities ofa
large scale and deepen our collaborations in 35 — skilling,
startups and SMEs,” said the ministry statement. mn

Times News NETWORNK

New Delhi: The second ol-
dest Australian university,
University of Melbourne, is
partnering with University
of Madras. Savitribai Phule
Pune University, and Gandhi
Institute of Technology and
Management. Hvderabad to
offer 2 new Bachelor of Sci-
ence dual degree. This was
informed by the university
on Thursday, where it stated
that Indian students will be
able 10 complete their degree
&' nome and abroad, spend-
ing the first two years in In-
diz followed by two years on
campus in Melbourne.

Onee  they  successfully
complete their studies, Indian
students will be awarded a
Bachelor of Science from the
University of Melbourne, and
they have the option for their
Wzl insttution w award the
degris=  In addition, Indian
students can study up o six
masters subjects in thelr fina)l

year so they can fast-track a
master's degree from a suite
of disciplines including sci-
ence, engineering, public
health and data science.
Duncan Maskell, vice-
chancellor, University of Mel-
bourne, announced the dual
degree collaboration in Mum-
bai while travelling with the
PM of Australia’s Trade Dele-
gation to India. Maskell said
the new dual degree is the log-
1cal next step of the Bachelor

of Science, which was co-de
signed and quality assured by
the University of Melbourne,
and is now offered by seven in-
stitutions across the country.

“With demand for our ex-
isting programmes contin
uing to grow, we're pleased tw
be working together with
prestigious local universk
ties to be part of the interna
tionalisation of education n
India and at home in Austra
lia,” said Maskell.




Why universities rankings are in trouble from India to US

Can rankings really

justify the effort that

takes A university o

i1 1£7 Last November, several institutions

5 law schiools of U'C Berkebey, Harvard and
Yale jained in rejecting the US News & World Report
annual rankings, sving these were harmful to
anracting prospective students. Later 13 medical
schooks joined the boveott, including the top ramked
Harvard Medical School.

Back in 1985, when Reed College, one of the top

10 1iberal arts eolleges in the U8, refused to participate
ri the 'S News & World Report annual survey, questio-
ning the methodology and usefulness of oollege
rankings, the trigger was @ 1984 report by W5/ about
institutions flagrantly manipulating data tomove upin
| therankings in various popular college guides.
| By now a new conpcern has been added, that it is
not possibbe 10 come up with & single number that
characterises university performance. The executive
chair of U5 News & World Report, however, says that
the eliteschools don't want (o be held acosuntable by an
independent third party.

Recently India's National Assessment and Aceredi

 tation Counclls processes have come in for a lot of
criticism and several articles have redflageed 15
credibility The concerns have been very similar o
those aired by 'S unlversities in the past. Are the red
flags justified?

One ean also keep debating whether the measure-
ment must be gqualitative or quantitative Whereas
NIRF is 100% gquantitative, NAAL s almost 0%
guantitative and the remaining qualitstive Both
approaches have their plusses and minuses. A
gqualltative approach is time-consuming. its pesults
cannot be verified, 1ts labourintensive, and most
importantly, it's nof statistically representative O the

other hand, in guantitative methodologies, there is a
false focus on numbers and these are prone te being
gamed by institutes altera while

Thera is also a debate a8 to whether a university

Immm

ours, programme acereditation can be enormously
time-ronanming. On the other hand, & university
acereditation tends tocomouflage the inconsisten-
cies within departments.

Admintedly, the red flags must be addressed
adeguatety. However, the limitations af
a measurement syslem or its
vasimess or the disparities
within it cannot be unfairly
cited to bring down the
credibility of an agency.

Mlaa.ﬂ a0 global ranking

The GQuacquarsli
World University Rankings have
been published annually since 2004. In-
2008, they even launched the @5 Asian
University Rankings in partnership
with the Chosun Tho newspaper in Kores,
ostensibly to protect the Aslan Interests. Anot-
her prominent one i THE World University
Rankings, out sinee 3011

Whereas the THE-WLUR i3 based on 13 care-
fully calibrates] indicators that measure an in-
stitution’s performance across teaching (0%,
research (M%), research cltation (30% ) international
outleok (T.6%) and knowlsdge rnsfer! industry
income (2.6%), &5 bases its ranking on parameters
such as academic reputation (40% ). employer reputs-
thon {M0%), faculty student ratio (20%), citation per
faculty (0% ) and international faculty and student
ratio(fi% sch)

As for MAAC, it nssigns o weightage of 15% for
eurricular aspects, 20% for teaching learning and
ey it o, 25% (o reseaieh, innovation and extenz ion

Why Univ Rankings Are In Trouble From India To US

Education is too multi-faceted, all accreditations end up depending on too much subjectivity

arul )% each for infrastructure and lesrning Fesegree:,
siuden L SUppOrt and ProETession. Fovernance, [sater-
ship and management and finstity 1

best practices NIRF ranking

'.?.1-.-\. e I_I',Fi'fl'- &0 TRROY ACCTEO 1-:.61 .J.'r'.l.*' mnEing
methodoioges and agencies! The anewer i
simple. Edacation is multh-faceted Tt cannot be
bound in simple metrics that are the sache
acrnss disciplines. Simply put, ranking oo
accreditathon is mot agnostic
The diversity in the Indian
education system s large
There are '3/ 4/ 5-year lnsti-
tations that offer degrees
diplomas/ certifications
There are technalogy v
gocial sciences and lif
sclemces  institotions
multi-disciplinary
single discipline, prves
vs public, ressans
based, inmovation-basd
language-baged and even
special purpose institutions'
universities.
The boundary conditions in which the
operate are very different. They cannot be
under the same parameters for a quality check. Th!
being the story, agencies like NAAC can only do#
much and nothing bevond. Probably it i2 time to uf
all the ranking and sccreditation processes anid
quality assurance as the default.

Why cannot an institution or o university bes
for reneging on their promises? Rather than pull
our agencies, maybe it is time to check the return
investment of our institutlons, universities.

Mantha s former chairman, AICTE, and Thabs
formurediecation secretary, Golf
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NCTE launches 4-year integrated teacher education

programme

‘NCTE launches 4-year Iintegrated
teacher education programme

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH! 4 MARCH

The National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE) has
launched the Integrated
Teacher Education Pro-
gramme (ITEP) in 57 Teacher
Education Institutions (TEIs)
throughout the country from
-the academic session 2023-
24.
This is a flagship programme
'of NCTE under the NEP 2020.
*'The ITEP is a 4 year dual-
major holistic undergraduate
‘degree offering B.A. B.Ed./ B.
Sc. B. Ed. and B.Com. B.Ed.
‘This course will prepare teach-
-ers for the four stages of the
new school structure i.e.
Foundational, Preparatory,
Middle and Secondary
(5+3+3+4).
The programme is being
offered in pilot mode initial-
ly in reputed central/state

This integrated course
will benefit students
since they will save one
year by finishing the
course in four years
rather than the cus-
tomary five years
required by the pre-
sent B.Ed. plan.

government universities/insti-
tutions. Itwill be available for
all students who choose teach-
ing as a profession after sec-
ondary, by choice.

This integrated course will
benefit students since they will
save one year by finishing the
course in four years rather than
the customary five years
required by the present B.Ed.
plan.

Admission for the same will
be carried out by the Nation-
al Testing Agency (NTA)

through the National Com-
mon Entrance Test (NCET).

The ITEP will not only
impart cutting-edge peda-
gogy but will also establish a
foundation in early child-
hood care and education
(ECCE), foundational litera-
cyand numeracy (FLN), inclu-
sive education and an under-
standing of India and its val-
ues/ethos/art/traditions,
among others. .

The course will contribute
substantially to the revital-
ization of the whole teacher
education sector.

The prospective teachers

ssing out of this course
ﬂuﬂ rnugﬁ amulti-disciplinary
environment, grounded in
Indian values and traditions
will beinstilled with the needs
of 21st-century global stan-
dards and, hence, will be the
harbingers in shaping the

future of New lndla,ﬁ,;;'_,,

A SR SRR
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Rs.44,094.62 cr for higher education, 100 labs, more
resources for IITS, UGC and CU

244,094.62 cr for higher education, 100
labs, more resources for IITs, UGC and CU

'*1'_-;; FEBRUARY

‘The Education Ministry has
n allocated the highest
“ever Rs 112899.47 crore in
«fhe budget. Due to this rise the
budgetary allocation for high-
~ereducation has alsogoneup
at Rs 44,094 62 crore mmpamd
to Rs40,828.35 crore in 2022-
23.

. Dnehundredlabs for devel-
.oping apps using 5G services
will be set up in HEIS, to real-
ize a new range of opportu-
nities, business models and
employment potential. The
labs will cover among others,
apps like Smart Classrooms,
Precision Farming, Intelli-
gent Transport Syvstems and
Healthcare. The government
has been attempting to trans-
form engineering education

by introducing courses in
emerging sectors and making
the approach multidisciplinary,
notonlyinllTs, NITsand115-
ERs butin engineering insti-
tutions across the country.
These 1001abs will provide
a fillip to employment, start-
ups, and businesses and pro-
mote innovation and entre-
prenceurship in young engi-
neers, Recognizing the pio-
neering role of the [ITs in

research excellence in the
country, the Finance Minis-
ter announced that aresearch
and development grant for
indigenous production of Lab
Grown Diamond seeds and
machines will be given to one
of thedlTs for 5 years. Thiswill
ensure an industry-led research
and mnovation effort, with a
direct impact on exports,
employment generation and
India's share in the world
trade in this sector.

According to the Ministry
of Education in order to imple-
ment the NEP 2020 in the
true spirit, the best institutions
and universities of the coun-
try, under the central gov-
ermment, have been given an
additional Rs 4235.74 crore,
whichis anincrease of 12.8 per
cent over their allocation last
year.

In2023-24, the grant for the
UGC has been increased by
9.37 percent -- an increase of
Rs459 crore. The grants to Cen-
tral Universities have been
increased by 17.66 percent,
deemed universities by 27
per cent, support to [ITs has
been increased by 14 per-
cent, and to NITsby 10.5 per-
centascompared to 2022-23.
Also LISC, Bangalore's grant has
been increased by 15 per cent.

In 2023-24, for the Prime
Minister Research Fellowship
(PMRF) an amount of Rs 400
crore has been provided as
compared to Bs 200 crore in
2022-23 -- thatisa 100 per cent
increase. The ministry of edu
cation said that three Centres
of Excellence will be set up in
educational institutions to
"Make Al in India and Make
Al work for India ™,
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% INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

Can & able! kids with special needs game for more

Can & able! Kids with special needs game for more

New Delhi: Yuvraj, s Class X1 a1
dent in a government school kn wes!
Lelhi, has a bearing impairment
that has affected his learning in
sehiol, bus in discus, shotpatand the
) m sprint, he has proved 1o be se-
oand 10 Rame

Yuvraj’s mother saw her son per-
form and wir when for the first time
the Dok held a para-sporis event for
children with special needs in Del-
hi’s gerveramsent schools

The para-sparts were held in Del-
ki from March 1723

Many like Y¥avra) who won will
now perform Ln the stte-level ga
mes in April. Around 1400 children
areexpectid 10 participate in the sts-
te-bevel meet

Speaking to TO, Yuvra)s mot-
her, sadd: “It issuch agre thing that
our chidren with disability are get:
ting & chanee 1o showcese thelr -
lenl. He s extremely interested in
playing and maybe sports can oaly

|

T

g " e :
OVERCOMING HURDLES: Afler §hining al the dstrict level, 1hese kids from Delhi
gavermment Schonls will lae part in g stabe-level para-athletic aven bo be held soon

helphim achieve something inlife.”

AMOTHER SAYS

Yiavra), al7-year-old stadend at the
Government Co-ed Sarvodaya Vidya-
Imya. Hiran Kxadna, abso plays erlcket.
His maother B8 8 homemake: and his
father Yogesh isn home guand,

Approximabely 2126 children

| with spectsl needs partieipated in

(hedistrict-loed mosts.

Kine types af sports —four indo-
argamesand fveouldoor — were in-
cludied this time for boys and girls
They were divided into sub-junior
{under 14 years). jumior (ander 17 ye
ars b se o Jander 1S yearsh The
e were flso calegos 1es oo ing o
levelsof disahility LevalLiapto T
disabitiiy bam vl 1 jabose 0%5

Dearireg the dissrict-level matches,
avem those studeryts with visual impa:
Irmentran races with sssistance.

Another Class [X student at the
Government Co-ed Senlor Seconda
ry School at Sector 6 in B K Puram
win A 30-metre race from the soath
wesl A district. She 18 hearing and
spisisch Empaired,

Her mother Bhimwatl said:
“Sports ka bahut shaukh hal usey
(she has a lot of inferesi (n sports).
She hasn't practised much alo but
bl i3 ke watin ). We haree real ised she s
good, We, as parents, canmot be with
her always so if sports will help her
becomd independent, weare happy to
enpourige them, It has happened in
thir sehood for the flest time and such
events shivld hapgen mone often.”

Adstha Choudhary with locome
toc disability, won the game of car-
rones from 1he east disEict

Her special education meaches
Shivangs Mahajan said =We are only
adike toy hielp them play sich sports so-
mitimes. but 1t 18 wondesful how our
& hols are also good In thistr gnmps. ™

DoE to take over seven schools for differently-abled

/DoE to take over seven schools for differently-abled

Shradha.ChettriZtimesgroup.com hp:?t? mmihitinﬁ - ¥Mm| fﬂlhﬂllhﬂdﬂ of  licy 2020, However, the hostels in the-
“Earlier, when these s wepg ge gchoals will be looked afrer by the
New Delhi: The Directorate of Edu-  started, education was thought of asa 2023 on l'm:ﬂ. xﬂd‘ social department itself »
eation will now run the seven special — part of sorial welfare, However, under poor The deputy district education of-
schools meant for differently abled  the Right to Education Act, 2008, it is condition of these schools fizers have been directed to form an
students inthecity Theseschoolswe-  now & matter of right. Moreover, the inspection team. headed by the DDE
reearlierunder the social welfarede-  social welfare department did not ha- - Nursery Primary School For The De-  of each zone and comprising a prin-
partment. The DoE has formed a wvethemeanstoruntheseschools. The  af (GLNNPSD), Nehrn Vihar, Govern-  cipal, a representative from the in-
committee that will visit these insti-  refore. the court directed the educa-  mentLady Noyee 8r Sec Schoolforthe  clusive education branch and two
tutes and identify the scope for im-  tiondepartment totakeover,"asenior  Deafl (GLNSSSD); and Delhi Gate and  setsof teachers.

provement and upgrade.

The move follows an order of the
Delhi High Court in March 2023 ona
petition filed by the National Federa-
tion of the Blind in 2008 over the poor
condition of these schools, The fede-
ration, in its petition, had alleged
that the Government Senior Secon-
dary School for Blind Boys at Kings-
way Camp in north Delhi was in a di-

education department official said,
The seven schools include Govt
Nursery Primary School for Deaf),
Mayur Vihar, School for Mentally Re-
tarded Children (SMRC), Mayur Vi
har phase I; Government Senior Se-
condary School for Hlind Boys
{GSSSHE), Kingsway Camp; Gowvern-
ment Middle School For The Deaf

Government Senior Secondary Scho-
ol For The Deaf (GSSD), Kalkaji.

On April 12, lisutenant governor
VK Saxena gave his approval for the
takeover of these schools and diree-
tesd that edueation be provided oo the-
se children in line with provisions
muade in the RTE Act, 2009, the Righis
of Persons with Disabilities Agr,
2006, ard the National Education Po

The official said: “Since 2018. the
infrastructure at these schools has im-
proved, bue there isstilla ot thar needs
tobe done. Our focus will now be toup-
prade the schools, recrisit teachers
and run the institutes like any regular
school. Within a week, all teams will
submit a report tothe inclusive educa-
tiom officerof Dok, who will then deci-
dhiron the future covrse of action.”
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% NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK (NCF)
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A new classroom

“A NEW CLASSROOM

Expert panel’s proposal to remove borders between arts, science
and commerce is welcome. Next step is to empower the teacher

N EXPERT PANEL appointed by the Centre has suggested a long overdue re-

structuring of the school education system. Last week, the committee re-

leased a “pre-draft” of the National Curmiculum Framework (NCF) for pub-

lic feedback on recommendations, which include giving senior secondary
students the freedom to pursue a mix of arts, commerce and science subjects. This flex-
ibility is in accordance with the multidisaplinary approach underlined in NEP 2020. The
NCF's proposal to assess the students’ capabiities in Classes 10 to 12 through examina-
tions over four years — and not one board exam every year — also fits in with the NEF's
vision of “holistic education”. The changes will have an enhanced role for “well-designed”
textbooks. Implicit in the NCF approach is also a greater role for the teacher.

It is increasingly becoming evident that the ngd boundanes between arts, science
and commerce do not provide the child the foundatonal knowledge to deal with the
more pressing challenges of today. Combating chimate change and other environmental
crises, for instance, require an understanding of polinics, economics, sociology as well as
disciplines that deal with natural phenomena. Business studies are not purely about what
happens in the realm of commerce. Understanding of human behaviour plays animpor-
tant role in shaping economic models. The significance of humanities in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution has been underiined by several research papers. That's why NEP
“envisions a complete overhaul and re-energising of the higher education system”, includ-
ing “moving towards a more multidisciplinary undergraduate education™. The new NCF
approach could provide the groundwork for such a change at the school-level. It recog-
nises that the current system encourages rote learning and does very little to develop
critical skills. It rightly points out that a large number of students have developed a “fear”
of mathematics and current methods of assessment have created a perception that math-
ematics is about “mechanical computation™. It, therefore, recommends a shift to play, ac-

tivity, discovery and discussion-based learning at the primary school level.

In the coming weeks and months, the panel will hold several rounds of discussion on
the “pre-draft”. An urgent task should be to ensure that the reforms are applied inan in-
equitable manner. According to the education ministry’s data, more than a lakh govern-
ment schools in the country have just one teacher. Saddled with a number of responsi-
bilities, the instructor may not be able to make learning a creative exercise, as the NEP
and NCF demand. The NEP is alive to these concerns. The document’s section on empow-
ering the teacher should not escape * arrention while they lay the framework

for reforms in school education. 7
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Atishi launches video series on Govt’s happiness curriculum

Atishi launches
video series on Govt's
Happiness Curriculum

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

ducation Minister Atishi
on Sunday launched a 36-
episode video series on the
Delhi government’s Happiness
Curriculum and said it will

enable educators across the -

world help their students learn
;1::;_ live a happy and purposeful
e.

Throu this initiative,
people will learn to serve
humanity in the truest sense,
she said. :

The Happiness Curriculum
was launched in 2018 with a
vision to strengthen the foun-
dation of happiness and well-
being of students through a 35-
minute class conducted every
day from kindergarten to Class
g across 1,030 government
schools in the national capital.

Development of self-
awareness, expression, empathy
and understanding of rela
tionships are the key objectives

of the curriculum. )

“The video series is avail-
able with subtitles which will
help the Delhi government

- spread the philosophy of the

Happiness Curriculum to a
larger public. This is a very sig-

. nificant initiative through

which we can bring positve
changes in our lives” Atishi
said.

The series by the Delhi
government's Education
[}upartment 15 an mnitwtive to
share the “purpose ot lite” and
the role of education m achie
ing that purpose, she said 5}



¢ NEET-JEE EXAM

‘Rationalised’ science math syllabi leave JEE NEET

aspirants with missing links
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% NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL POLICY (NEP)

Minding their language: 86% of teachers in north India
want multilingual classrooms

Shiradha Chettridtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Nearly 88% of teachersin
northern India want elassrooms to be
multilingual, & survey by Macmillan
Education India has revealed. The re
part findings and recommendations
wore released on Monday
Multilingualism is a key focus of the
National Education Palley (NEP) 2020,
which has a significant portion high
lighting its Importanceas a way of ensu-
ring retenthon and preventing dropout,
A total of 925 eachers in the 1850
age bracket were surveved in both ru-
rel and urban parts across the country
(f this, T5% were women and 25%
men. The survey, in the form of anonli-
ne questionnaire comprising close
and open-ended guestions, was held to
palge the perspectiveof ESL(English

assecond language) teachers.

The study also asked teachers ques-
tions on their understanding of the
term ‘multilingualism’. While 57.2% of
the teachers said that ‘multilingualism’
means encouraging the use of multiple
languages, around 30% said itmeant in-
cluding regional languages along with
English in the curriculurn and 10% said
theterm reforred tousing home langua-
ges inan English classroom.

The survey also showcased the pos-
sible outenmes of allowing students to
use their home language while lear-
ning English in the classroom. Around
T3% sald they felt more confident about
learning another kanguage and 22 9%
sabd they valued theircolture mare,

Teachers alsoshared that feaching
fetry in multiple languages helped
themexplain idioms and figurativees-

pressions better. Not only this, it hel-
ped them explain math problems and
gcience subjects well too.

Deepti Gupta, professor of English
at Panjab University while addressing
a panel discussion after the report's re
loase, gaid, “Our teachers need a unique
kind of persuasion touseas many lang:
vagesand motivate learners to commu-
nbeate, The literature from Indian lang-
nages needs to be incorporated and dis-
pelanynotions of higrarchy”

Acknowladging the social demand
for English-medium education, Rama
Meghanathan, professor of English at
National Council for Educational Re-
search and Training (NCERT), sald,
“Over the years, the entive concept of
mother-tongue education has been
lost, sothe answer now is nlilingla-
lism, For this, each region negds sepa

Minding their language: 86% of teachers in
north India want multilingual classrooms

rate planning and implementation.”

He added that the medium of in
struction currently used in schools
has reduced to 30 from 67

The report also recommends that
home reglonal languages need wo be
welcomed by English language tea-
chers in classrooms. [t also urges crea-
ting provisions for and focus on tral-
ning teachers to integrate multilingu-
al methods when preparing. organi-
sing and structuring lessons so that
languages are switched at particular
pointsof lessondelivery

Ashok Pandey, director, Ahleon
Group of Schools, said, “Making class.
rooms multilingual should not be the
only intention. We must assure il
works in the classroom. To fowrish, it
hasto come at the action level toensure
diversity of language and inclusion.”
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% SCHOOL SAFETY
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MNEW DELHL: MNearly e woeks

after a 1(-year-okd girl was slkeg-
edly lured out of 8 Mundcipal

Corporation ol Dl school by a

peon and gamng-raped by him and
|m ar leas: three others. the educa-
ticn depanteent of the cnic body
has issued o series of direcrions
p o improve the security of the
15,25 mumicipal scihools
under s jurisdiction.
a The 30-poimt directions
include the bolting of the
school's main gate during
classCs, & visiors regisceT, fidng
vtimes for teachers to leave the
school premises, keepin
Tecord of vehicles dropping chil-
| dren o the scho, and ensuring
that children ane mol semnl o the
| boabet alone
i The education deparment

has also directed that no street
vendors should be allowed to
opeTale near schoals.

~All the staff micmibers shoild

Pt piEesent b their préemmises 15
minutes before the official
hours and they shionld leave 15
minutes after the school clo-
sure. A& record of everyane
entering the school premises
must be kepr, and during the
Junch brcak, one wacher should
e i pasted B prvoakitor thae chidl-
dren.” the order isswed by the
| adddinonal director el e i)
on March 24 sald,

Making our schools safe

“It must be Eﬂ!l.l.l'!d that mo

student leaves the e with

anyone withoot the consent af

the paremts.” the order said.
The: order also

e
lime= on safety, the repair
of schiool premises, and the use

A MCD official said that
school inspectors and sembor
officials from the education

=it willl e undertaking

Propesal to hire
guardh, ]

& Oy _|._qu CCTV camaras to

sthoets have be brosght

CCTW cameras newt House maset

1,535 smase,
1,185 874,000
lncations  children cnrodled

randnim inapeeTions of schnols 1o
ensure that the directions arc
being implemented on the
grosund.

The mowves come after the
Delhi Police on March 23
announced that it had arrested
Ajay Kumar, o peon at an MCD
saclyol in east Dedhi for allegediy
sedating, abducting and raping
the I0-vear-old girl with threc
yel-to-be identified socoo plices.

The girl, a class 5 student. was
assanlied on March 14, officlals
aqid, deseribing her condition as
“severely raumatbised”,

Mayor Shelly Oberoi on
Mareh 25 sald thar the chvic hachy
wiill &lss undertakc a sensivisa-
tion programme for school
employecs to prevent the recur-
rence of such an incident

“The incident of rape with an
MCT student ks sad and strict
action is being aken. We have

reponts on the matter [rovm
wonal employecs and they have
b directed o provide all pos-
siblle help to the family. We are
commimed to Improving the
security of the schools under

Saoomn, we will sensitzse U
cmployess o MY FETUT-
rence of such incidents in
future,” she said.

In May 2019, the Drelhi Com-
missien for Protection of Child
Righits (DCPCR) lad highlighned
that the Capital's corporation-
run schoolks do not have guards,
and had izsued a show cause
notice o the three erstwhile
clvic bodies, calling the lack of
STuriny giEarnds "a moaner of sen-
oS EOReETR

The MCD has in the past cited
a lack of funds or wnavailabality
ol saswetiomed posts for guards as
the reason behind the back of
security measures at their
Achenls,

HT had on May 7. 2022 and
last week. on Maarch 24, regorted

MCD issues 30 directives to improve security at schools

MCD issues 30 directives to
improve security at schools

that two out of three MCD
schools lack CCTVs

Vitsha Singh, the of a
municipal schonl and senior
vice-president of the Municipal
Teachers' Aszociation. said
many of these seps are already
in place, while arhers are
impractical.

“School principals are already
taking most of these precautions.
Teachers are being asked to oot
use¢ mobile phones, but the
attendance i3 taken using
mobales. A few of these guide-
lines are Impractcal. The main
Focus of the administration
should be o enswre that securily
guards are dep artendants
are provided o schools, and
CCTY cameras are installed so
that teachers can look after the
premiscs from their offices.
Thwese are sysiernic Bsues being
faced by the corporation
& hools,” she said.

Educationi=t Voets Sengupts
said there i= an urpent need 1o
inmroduce the buddy system in
schools, where smedents are
tauprht to keep track of each
other to increase overall safehe.
= A pracrioe thart |5 being adopred
i a bt of schools is where chil-
dren are asked o be m groups of
three, and if any of the three is
miiasing for more than e min-
wiles. then the ogher twil inform a
teacher,” she smid. She also
called for active monitoring of
CCTV footags



MCD issues norms to make its schools safer for students

MCD issues norms
to make its schools
safer for students

imesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
recently issued guidelines for
school principals and teachers
for the safety of students follo-
wing incidents of assault in
primary schools.

The guidelines bar the ent-
rv of relatives or friends of fe-
male sanitation staff and requ-
ire the school to prepare a list
of van drivers and rickshaw
pullers who drop and pick up

ment is ensuring 100% imple-
mentation of these guidelines
and based on the requirement,
we will conduct random in-
spections.” a senior MCD
official said.

The guidelines say that no te-
acher can leave a class during
school hours and if he/she does,
the headmaster/principal will
be held responsible. “The staff
member should come at least 15
minutes before the beginning of
school and leave 15 minutes after
nes have specified.

“In case he/she is going for
leave, proper correspondence
should bedone through mail in
advance with the person con-
cerned,” it says.

A SENIOR OFFICIAL SAYS

The education
department is ensuring
100% implementation
of these guidefines and
based on the
requirerment, we will
conduct random

inspections in schools

The MCD wants schools to
record the entry and exit ti-
ming of visitors, wants scho-
ols to fix a visiting hour for pa-
rents and says students must
wear identity cards. Nochild is
allowed to leave school with a
visitor unless there is permis-
sion from the parents.

The principals should have
details of wehicles/drivers
coming to deliver midday me-
als and under no circumstan-
ces should the drivers be allo-
wed entry into the school. “We
have categorically asked the
principals and teachers to re-
gularly tell children during
prayer meetings to not meet
unknown people; not go to se-
cluded places on the premises,
and not sit alone in classro-
oms,” the guidelines said.

Schools have been asked, to
get boundary walls repaired.

Teachers' associations ha-
ve expressed displeasure and
said the civic body should issue
such orders after discussing
the problems with teachers. =
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The opportunity, and politics, of Eklayva schools in tribal
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Govt plans cadre to set board question papers for parity in
assessment

“Govt plans cadre to
set Board question

papers for parity
in assessment
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Study: 90% parents feel govt doing good job at its schools

'Study: 90% parents feel govt
i doing good job at its schools

thestatement.

Times News NETWORK government scho-

olsweredoingago- Sisodia said pa-
New Delhi: Nearly 90% of od job and 90.7% rental engagement
parents of students of Delhi felt the teachers play; a cnt_lcal role
government schools are weretakingcareof VT30 5110 in children’s educa-
optimistic  about  their the students. Al- Ba3.ipLl L= @ tionandholisticde-
children’s future, a study by most 90% of the RULIIIER S velopment and Del-
Adam Smith Business Scho- parents surveyed REissdiilbls hi government
ol. University of Glasgow, said the head tea- schools have been
has revealed. chers took their re- emphasising regular-

The interim findings, part
of an impact study of paren-
1zl engagement initiatives in
Delhi government schools,
were shared with deputy chi-
ef minister Manish Sisodia
on Monday The study, con-
ducted in collaboration with
researchers from Tilburg
University and King's Colle-
ge London, had a sample size
uf 2,886 parents. There are
about 18 lakh students in Del-
nigovernment schools.

The study focused on the
satisfaction index, perception
of public education services,
awareness, parental engage-
ment athome as well as paren-
tal mobilisation at the indivi-
dual and collective level,

Accordingtothe findings,
L 90.5% of parents said Delhi

sponsibilities very seriously.

“Nearly 80% of parents
are satisfied with the quality
of teachers and school mana-
gement while 87% stated that
the performance of teachers
was exceptional. Most confir-
med attending the parent-tea-
cher meeting as frequently as
onceaquarter,” Delhigovern-
ment said in a statement.

As far as quality of in-
frastructure is concerned,
91% of parents said they were
satisfied with the availability
of water in schools and 94.4%
said the cleanliness level met
their expectations.

“While 92% of parents sa-
id their children are getting
quality material to study,
96.8% feel satisfled with the
quality of classrooms," said

ly on it through innovative
programmes like school ma-
nagement committees, mega
PTM and parents’ samvaad.

“Underchief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal’s leadership,
our education team is wor-
king relentlessly to increase
such opportunities in scho-
ols,” hesaid.

He added, “Studies by top
global universities on Delhi’s
education model gives us an
opportunity to assess oursel-
ves and come up with more
innovative strategies to crea-
te a conducive learning envi-
ronment for children in go-
vernment schools.”

Earlier, Harvard Univer-
sity had studied Delhi go-
vernment’s school manage-
ment committee model.
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There cannot be a school without a playground: SC

e -

There cannot be aschool without aplayground: SC

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, £ MARCH

The Supreme Court has said
that a playground is integral
to school, there cannot be a
school without a playground
and the students studying in
schools located in rural areas
too are entitled to a good
environment.
- Settingaside May 12, 2016,
order and October 21, 2015,
order in review petition, a
‘bench of Justice M.R. Shah
and Justice B.V. Nagarathna in
am order pronounced on March
3, 2023, said, “There cannot be
any school without a play-
ground. Even the students who
study in such a school (locat-
. ’ed in rural surroundings) are
‘entitled to a good environ-
ment.”

The court noted that out
of nearly 5918 square meters
of panchayat land earmarked
for the school and the play-
grounds, a little over 2630
square meter of land was
encroached by unautho-
‘rised settlers.

V. Setting aside the High
Court order, the apex court
held that the direction to

legalise the unauthorized
occupation and possessionon
the land, which is earmarked
for school premises/play-
ground is unsustainable,
Taking a dim view of the
High Court order, the
Court said that the "High
Court has committed a very
serious error in directing to
legalise the unauthorized
occupation and possession
made by the original writ
petitioners on payment of
market price. Even the other
directions issued by the High
Court are not capable of being

I ;I ¥ .

implemented, namely, toseg-
regate the vacant land from
the residential house and
which can be separated and
utilised for earmarked purpose,
i.e., school premises,”
Stating that the segregation
of the vacantland for the pur-
poses of school premises from
the one encroached upon
area is not possible, the
Supreme Court noted that
some area is under unau-
thorised construction while
some is under vegetation,
Pointing out that it was not
possible to segregate the

vacant land from the land
under unauthorised con-
struction/occupation and
vegetation, the court said that
there is no other panchayat
land or other land that is
available and can be used for
school premises/ playground.

The adjacent land, the
court noted, belongs to some
private persons and they are
not ready to part with their land
to be used as school premis-
es/playground.

Having quashed and set-
aside the High Court order and
directions issued by it, the court
gave 12 months' time to the
unauthorised occupant to
vmacaﬂt:ei]ﬂle land earmarked for

eschool and its playground.

The court further directed
“ifwithin one year from teday,
they do not vacate the lands
in question, the appropriate
authority is directed to remove
their unauthorized and ille-
gfal uE:cupatiun and posses-
sion.

The Supreme court order
came onan appeal by
government as the land and
the village in question are in
Yumnanagar district of
Haryana.
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% SKILL DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION
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% TEACHER RECRUITMENTS

India has nearly 1.2L schools with just one teacher each

India has nearly 1.2L schools.
with just one teacher each

In the 2023-24 Union Budget, the Centre allocated Rs 1.13 lakh crore for the education sector, ralsing the:
profected expenditure on school and higher education by around 8.3% compared with 2022-23. But recent
answers to guestions in Parliament show that there's still plerty of room to raise the standards of education in
India. Indicators like student-teacher ratios and the number of one-teacher schools point to a serious shortage of
trained personnel. And despite a push to digitise education, most schools don't have access to the internet.

In Bihar, 1 Teacher For Every 60 Primary School Students

Among those with the worst student-teacher ratios are states with the largest populations or highest population density. LP
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